SOUTH CHINA QUARTERLY Vol 8, No 1 (Jan 2018) , 23—31

Frontier Focus
© University of Macau

The Digital Dissemination of Knowledge and the
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Abstract: Data is the material of information; information is the basis of knowledge; knowledge is the cognitive
results of the processing and extraction of data and information. Since data is the basic material of information
and the source and basis of all knowledge, data has the attribute of resource. In the information era, data is as
important as land in the agricultural era, or ore and resource in the industrial era; Those who control data control
the dissemination of information and the production and consumption of knowledge. The dissemination of
knowledge is never a pure problem of technology, but a problem of society, politics and economy as well. It is
people’s aspiration for knowledge, instead of technology, that promotes the development of knowledge storage
and dissemination technology. It is the political confinement and economic restriction, instead of technology
itself, that makes it difficult to popularize and promote the dissemination technology. After dissemination
technology breaks through the political, economic and social restrictions makes progress, and then increasingly
meets people’s aspiration for knowledge, more needs for dissemination is further induced. In this sense, it is the
paradoxical movement between supply and demand of knowledge that promotes the development of knowledge
dissemination and brings the progress of human civilization. The rapid development of knowledge digitalization
dissemination not only motivates people’s potential needs for knowledge consumption but also hastens the new
knowledge production pattern of User Generated Content (UGC). The rights which human beings have upon
knowledge are transferred actively on a large scale: The influence and voice on the previously acquired knowledge
is being transferred to artificial intelligence gradually. As human intelligence is restricted by body to the ceiling,
artificial intelligence can overcome all the restrictions of human body and thus maximize the intelligence belonging
to human beings. Such a change unquestionably has subversive influence: It will change the structure of human
knowledge production, dissemination and sharing in all dimensions, change the pattern of social organization and
interpersonal communication, and thoroughly renew all human notions about knowledge dissemination. After the
gradual popularity of the mobile communication technology, the general public possess unprecedented abilities
of knowledge production and dissemination, which would makea certain impact on the inherent advantages of
intellectuals, and bring about crisis to their identity as experts. If the traditional intellectuals refuse to be replaced
by artificial intelligence machine, they have to keep a civilian standpoint and consciousness of knowledge critique,

and take more moral obligation for the knowledge benefit and knowledge sovereignty for the public.
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