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Searching for Nationalism with Neo—Chineseness

——— On the Relation between Moderate Nationalism and Cosmopolitanism

Liu Yuedi

Abstract: The Chinese people” s nationalism, moderate, rational, far from being radical, is by all means possible
to develop along a new way all to itself. The so called “Moderate Nationalism” is governed by reason instead of
passion, and always treads along the middle way of both reasonableness and appropriate sentiments. In the same vein,
this nationalism with neo-Chineseness shall always stay within bounds on both inside and outside. On the one hand,
it tries to integrate into an order of today” s global Cosmopolitanism; on the other hand, principles of nationalism
is bent or even overruled by demands of people’s livelihood and principles of democracy. Without due regard
to people” s livelihood, their welfare may suffer from nationalism; similarly, without due regard to democracy,
principles of democracy as a result would be compromised by nationalism. Historically viewed, moderate Chinese
nationalism should present a parallel inner structure, with the Han people and other ethnic minorities enjoying a
relationship of symbiosis. Outwardly, the nationalism of Neo-Chineseness upholds the Confucian view of “gradable
love” as its principle rather than the “universal love” of the Mohist school, or, for that matter, the Euro-America-
centered geopolitics with all its preachings on equality and fraternity. Moderate Chinese Nationalism regards the
Great Harmony or Great Unity as an ideal of perfect society. Of course, the Great Unity is a harmonious Tian-Xia
(globalization in the Chinese way) vision, in which Chineseness does not occupy a central position. However, for
the Tian-Xia vision of the more ordinary type, Chineseness becomes one of its key tenets. As it is said in 72e Book ot
Rites, “When the Great Tao prevailed, the whole world was one community” . The same holds true for moderate
Chinese nationalism, to which the world is for all. Thus, to implement the rule of benevolent governance internally
and to apply the kingly Way externally are the active core of the Chinese nationalism. In this way, not only can we
warn against the dictatory concept and practice of “indiscriminate unification” in China but also oppose the

divergent idea and implementation of the “empire of the world” .
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