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—— A Case Study of the Transmission of 7a/ X/ Shui Fa in the Jiangnan
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Abstract: 74/ Xi Shui Fa (Irrigation Works of the Occidental World) is a classic work in Chinese translation co-
compiled by the Italian Jesuit Sabbathin de Ursis and the Chinese scholar Xu Guanggi. A manual book studying the
laws of the mundane physical world in the eyes of the late Ming gentlemen and scholars, 7a7 X7 Shur Fa for the first
time introduced to the Chinese people mechanical constructions such as Long Wei Che, Yu Heng Che, and Heng
Sheng Che, representing the 17th century Europe” s latest achievements in the application of knowledge about the
screw, gases, and hydropress. The compilation process of the book can be said to be an important dialogue between
two sets of water images of two different cultures. The book not only for the first time in history brought to the
knowledge of Chinese people Western irrigation technology, it also introduced alongside the theory of the four basic
elements, the Western counterpart of the Chinese metaphysical philosophy of yin yang and five elements. During
late Ming and the Qing Dynasties, 7a/ X7 Shui Fa spread in China roughly through four channels, all inextricably
linked with the Jiangnan culture: firstly, the book series 77an Xue Chu Han issued by the church system; secondly,
by inclusion in the book Nong Zheng Quan Shu compiled by Xu Guanggi; thirdly, by being included in government
sponsored publication project SA7 Ku Quan Shu launched in the Qianlong era; lastly, though copies issued near the
end of the 18th century by Saoyeshanfang publishing house. The new knowledge of water culture introduced by 7a/
Xi Shui Fa, being strange and exotic, highly intrigued the curiosity of Jiangnan scholars, inspired them to respond
to the imported knowledge. Jiangnan scholars not only attached much importance to the new interpretation and
annotation of translated Western works, they also laid stress upon the feasibility of applying pragmatic Western
knowledge to other fields. Some scholars even attempted to construct machines according to designs illustrated in
the book. Unfortunately, all these attempts ended in scholars”  studies and no great impact had been exerted on
Chinese irrigation technique or other fields of knowledge. In the process of interaction between Chinese and western
water culture, the spread and influence of 72/ X7 Shui Fa has become a very typical case illustrating the “changing”

and “laggard” elements in cross-cultural knowledge communication.
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