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Inspection on Historical Anthropology
and Its Issues

Xiao Tian

Abstract: The anthropological tum of history is conventionally called as historical anthropology by the academic
circles. This trend began in 1960s, It's not only an organic component of the entire social reform but also a response
to the “interaction between history and anthropology”. Historical anthropology mainly appeared in the field of social-
cultural history, and Geertz's interpretive anthropology in United States has been widely accepted. The anthropological
turn of history has injected new vigor into social-cultural history. However, some problems occurred in the process
need to be inspected. In the aspect of historical materials, when ordinary people’s daily life becomes the object of
historical investigation, problems such as lack, singleness and interpretation of historical matenals challenge and test
the wisdom of social historians. The history research focusing on textual materials should keep a clear view on the
anthropological field work, especially on the incertitude defect. As far as its topic, the problem consciousness and
self-reflection of the new culture historians indeed enlighten historical thoughts. However, some cultural histonans
indulge themselves in interpretation of interlinguistic signs under the so-called postmodernism banner. It not only
confines themselves to the given scope of research but also hollows out the social foundation of reality. Therefore,
it should not be taken as an example. As for its perspective, some historians who concentrated on daily affairs at
the bottom overemphasize the independency of everyday dimension, which inevitably makes social-cultural history
narrative be reduced to a heap of fragments. Only when the writing of daily history possess a holistic perspective can
it demonstrate universal value and further touch human life’s universal meaning. In regard to its goal, some daily life
historians (mainly in the field of cultural history) are so infatuated towards anthropology interpretation and idealized
structure that they completely cast aside the causality interpretation and contexts of history. Hence, it will certainly
turn true history into subjective imagination to a great extent and historians find themselves in an agnostic predicament
to some extent. The inspection on historical anthropology mentioned above is actually an issue of subject reference
methods. On the prerequisite that subject division is acknowledged as reasonable, inter-disciplinary communication
is aimed to highlight their own charactenstics instead of denying differences between disciplines. In the dialogue with
anthropology, only when traditional historiography 1s based its own standard can it send forth shoots, rather than
being shanghaied in the process of absorbing the nutrition from “others”.
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