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Abstract: “National Rejuvenation” refers here to the rise of China, after a long decline since the beginning
of modern era, to a highly esteemed and honored position it used to occupy in ancient times among the rank
of first nations as an affluent, prosperous, and powerful country with great international influence. “National
rejuvenation” as a discourse system must be sustained by the existence of some foreign or alien entity as objective
confirmation of the identity of the country as a discoursing subject. For the “subjective self” of the Chinese
nation, this “foreign entity” consists in Western countries and nations colonized by them, all serving the function
of mirroring back to China its real state. The history of the rise of Western powers and the decline of colonized
or semi-colonized countries is the best lesson possible for the Chinese people who are doing everything in their
power to make their country great again. On one hand, modern Chinese thinkers have chosen some conquered
colonial countries as comparative objects for reference and warning examples of past failure to strengthen the

“genocide” image and further urge the Chinese people’s unremitting exploration for national revival; on the other
hand, modern Chinese thinkers have taken learning from Western powers seriously, paying special attention to
successful experience of European countries and Japan. After examining the history of some countries” re-emergence
from the downtrodden pit to eminence and power again, they draw certain guiding lessons which they believe
China could also benefit from. For political construction, they believe what a rising China needs would be a system
of centralized government propounded by the Italian politician Machiavelli. For economic revival, they advocate
for a comprehensive analysis of the international economic environment, and learning from the United States and
other western countries in order to deal with the economic crisis. For education, they suggest China should learn
from Japan and Germany, pointing out that “education is always the first step for a country’s rejuvenation” . On
the whole, by drawing on the experience of modernized countries and at the same time always bearing in mind the
idiosyncratic nature of the history and culture of their own nation, modern Chinese scholars have proposed and
explored multiple possible ways for China’ s rejuvenation, broadly speaking, going through stages of learning from
the West, returning to the East, and finally the creation ofa “third type of civilization” .
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