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The Spiritual World Hidden behind the Appearance of History:

The Ideological Correspondence between Empress Dowager

Chang of Northern Wei and the Princess of Dai State
Li Ping

Abstract: Empress Dowager Chang is the wet nurse of Tuoba Jun, who is the Emperor Gaozong of Northern Wei.
According to the rules of etiquette, Empress Dowager Chang could not be buried in the royal cemetery after her death.
So she chose Mount Moji as her cemetery. The reason why she chose this place is related to the Princess of Dai State.
Mount Moji is also the cemetery of the Princess of Dai State. In the late Chunqiu period, the Zhao's family in Jin State
planned to invade their neighboring country Dai State in order to expand Zhao's sphere of influence. So Zhao Xiangzi
married his sister to the Prince of Dai State. So as to make the Prince of Dai State drop his guard. After the death
of Zhao Jianzi, his son Zhao Xiangzi murdered the Price of Dai State on a banquet. This political upheaval put the
Princess of Dai State into a great contradiction. The victim i1s her husband while the perpetrator is her brother. Under
the tremendous pressure, she took her own life with sharpen hairpin. In Chinese, moji means sharpening hairpin, so
the place where she sharpened the hairpin is called Mount Mojj, also called Mount Jiming. Nine hundred years later,
Empress Dowager Chang of Northern Wei passed by the Mount Moji and heard about the story. She was deeply
touched and decided to take here as her mausoleum. Chang’s decision is related to her life expenience. Indeed, both of
Chang’s original family and her husband’s family belonged to the Northern Yan. But the Northern Yan was defeated by
the Northern Wei, so Chang became the slave in the palace as capture. Unexpectedly, Chang was honored as empress
dowager because she protected Tuoba Jun and helped him to the throne in Zhengping Palace Coup. So, Chang was in
the same contradiction as the Princess of Dai State. On the one side, Chang had become to the empress dowager of
the Northern Wei and cannot be buried back to her homeland Liaoxi. On the other side, Chang was only the wet nurse
of the emperor instead of kinsfolk, so she was not qualified and not willing to be buried in the royal cemetery. It is the
ideological correspondence between Empress Dowager Chang and the Princess of Dai State make Chang decide to

choose Mount Jiming as her mausoleum.
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