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The Interchange of Information between Shanghai

and Macao in the perspective of the Zhixin Bao
Xiong Yuezhi

Abstract: The study on Zhixin Bao (The Reformer China) reveal that there is a frequent interchange of personnel
and information between Shanghai and Macao since Shanghai was opened as a treaty port in 1843, although there
is a long distance between the two cities, they share similar situations and styles, which means that they were both
the frontier cities where the Chinese meet with the western culture. Zhixin Bao (The Reformer China) ,which was
founded and published in Macao in 1897, was onginated from Shiwu Bao (Shanghai) with similar staff, purpose
and style. Its issue was based on the distribution channel of the Shiwu Bao and there was a branch of the Zhixin Bao
in Shanghai, and it had kept close relation with Shanghai since then. It kept a watchful eye on the new trend and the
activity of gentry in Shanghai; the gentry wrote the letter to Shanghai British Consul, in which they plead with the
British to help the Guangxu Emperor come to power again and who had published their views on the royalist ideas
and the political reform of China, and the adverse opinion of Jing Yuanshan on Empress Dowager Cixi's decision
to designate crown prince in 1899, And it reported new trends of culture and education in Shanghai by publishing
“Tingxingge (The Song of Alarm)” and “Shanghai wangshi yucai shushu zhangcheng (Articles of Shanghai Wang’s
Yucai Confucian Academy)”. On the one hand, a lot of excerpts from the newspapers in Shanghai, such as Zhongwai
Ribao, Subao, North China Daily News and so on, could be found in Zhixin Bao, which paid much attention to the
information regarding the inland in China. On the other hand, the newspapers in Shanghai, such as Jicheng Bao,
Shenbao, were very interested in the context of Zhixin Bao, so some excerpts from Zhixin Bao which were focused
on the western culture centering the science and technology, also could be found in the Shanghai newspapers. So we
can say that there is an interchange of information between Shanghai and Macao in late Qing period in perspective
of the Zhixin Bao. Shanghai was represented on Zhixin Bao as a city that was under the strong influence of the west,
but 1t also carried the characters of Chinese inland city, and meanwhile, Macao was represented in the Shanghai
newspapers as the frontier, where the Chinese culture and western culture met, as the window through which the
Chinese watched and comprehended the western culture, in which the science and technology are included, so the
newspapers in Shanghai were much more interested in the reports regarding the Chinese relation with the outside.
Usually the circulation of the information is oniented by the audience’s interest and taste, so we can say that the
interchange of the information between the Shanghai and Macao is initiated on account of their mutual interest and

their similar style.
Keywords: ZhixinBao (The Reformer China) ; Shanghai; Macao; the interchange of Information
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