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The Inherent Relation between Post—modern and Traditional Art

——A Questioning of the Proposition of “Artistic Life”’ or
“Aestheticization of Everyday Life”

Yan Chunyou

Abstract: Post-modern art is indeed different from traditional art and is seen in some sense as an attempt to
dismantle the ideology imbued in traditional art forms. Yet, it does not challenge art” s universal essence or wipe off
the boundary between art and life. What it tries to change is only the outward expressions or forms of art, but not
art” s inherent nature. For post-modern arts, the principles of traditional art, such as distancing, non-utilitarianism
and objectification, are still effective working rules of the trade. As such, post-modern art does not blur the boundary
between art and life. On the contrary, it remains aloof and keeps itself at a distance from life. Things and behavioral
performance ascend to the altitudes of art only when they distance themselves from their original circumstances,
thus gaining new meanings. This sense of distance actually creates a tension between art and life that in turn enables
people to take a reflective and critical attitude towards life, and gain a profounder insight into their life experience.
The rebellion of post-modern art against traditional art should not be regarded as a revolt against all those time-
honored laws and principles in the realm of art, but an endeavor to break free from art” s outdated, constraining ways
of expression. Its claim of returning to life is actually a transcendence of life. Post-modern art does not change the
essence of art—the physical actions that give shape to concrete images. No matter how hard post-modern art tries to
deconstruct the form of traditional art expression, to express itself it still has to resort to formal means such as shapes
and pigment in sheet, canvas, or familiar household items such as toilet, or human behavior, persona, and story. It
indicates that the rebellion of post-modern art is a war of art against itself, a revolution that takes place within art’ s
own kingdom. What” s changed is only the traditional form, not the essence and basic laws of art. Therefore the
principles of traditional art are still effective. The proposition of aestheticization of everyday life is best understood in
a metaphorical rather than a literal sense. Under no condition should it be considered a matter-of-fact or practical
statement. The concepts of aesthetics should not be used in a too general sense, otherwise it might introduce
confusion and absurd inferences. We cannot use the concept of aestheticization to describe simulated, fictional and
constructive activities, for they are not always aesthetical. Otherwise, lies and deceptions as constructive activities can

also be considered aesthetically positive.
Keywords: Art; Life; Boundary; Post-modern Art; Aestheticization of Everyday Life

Author: Yan Chunyou earned his BA at the Department of History of Shandong Normal University in 1983,
his MA in western philosophy and PhD in Chinese philosophy respectively in 1986 and 2005 at the School of
Philosophy and Sociology of Beijing Normal University. His main research areas are western philosophy, aesthetics
and theory of holographic unity in cosmos. His main publications are 7heory of Holographic Unity in Cosmos,
History of Western Philosophy, No Replacing Nature by Man: A Research on Zhuangzi” s Thoughts, The Charm
of Philosophy, The Wisdom of Grand Nature, The Blue Youth. In sum, there are inherent relation between modern
and traditional life, between substantive and aesthetic epistemology. It is the hermeneutic property of existence
that relates them. The relation between post-modern and traditional art originates from the perceptual property of
our aesthetic activity. The state of pre-concept is similar for both post-modern and traditional artists, and the only

difference is their ways of expression.
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