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The Transition from “ILand Asia” to “Maritime Asia’’;

a Discussion on “Oceans and Asian Regional Circle”
Hamashita Takeshi & Shu Xiaoyun

Abstract:Concerning Asia, it can be perceived as a center; it can also be observed from the view of Europe, and
can be considered from a global perspective. It can be defined by land and by oceans; it can be judged by history
and constructed from reality. In the past, the geographical, economic and cultural concepts of Asia were widely
adopted; at present, its maritime features need to be highlighted for the formation of a comprehensive concept of
“maritime Asia”. From a geographical perspective, Asia is part of the Eurasian continent. For a very long period
of time it was connected to land through the Steppes of Central Asia; and it had the vicinity connections with the
continental coastal regions. What was recognized is its land connections. From a maritime perspective, for a long
time Asia has not broken through the sphere of Pacific Ocean; China, India and the Ottoman Empire were on the
edge of Asia, with their late developments lagging behind. From a regional perspective, after 19th century, study
on history has been focused on “nation” as its subject. In Asian historical study, there are issues about time as well
as about space; therefore the related discussions should be centered on the variable relationship of space, and be
developed to the sphere of different regions accordingly. On the one hand this kind of spatial vision takes “region”
as a research unit, as far as methodology 1s concerned; on the other hand it criticizes the way of taking “nation” as
the only unit for discussion. From a comparative perspective, as a research methodology, comparison between the
“Mediterranean” of Asia and the Mediterranean of Europe has been fashionable; this type of horizontal or spatial

comparison aims at finding the commonality and difference between the two “Mediterraneans”.

Comparison between land and sea in a macroscopic sense demands discussion on their interrelationship. It is not feasible
to understand regional characteristics by simply conducting maritime study; rivers should be taken into consideration
in the circulation between land and seas. Diachronically vertical comparison helps to discover the functions of seas in
history. Maritime structure incorporates three different layers, namely the cross-sea, the coastal-sea and the joint-sea,
which underlines the innate importance of seas and the intrinsic connection between seas. In studying sea and ocean, we
need to establishment an interdisciplinary maritime research methodology and possess a maritime vision.
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