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Macro-Influence of Traditional Chinese Historiography on Japan
Qiao Zhizhong

Abstract: Chinese historiography emerged spontaneously in the late Xizhou Period. In the Han Dynasty it
generated official and private historiography, which had turned into two development paths complementary
yet conflicting with each other, bringing prosperity to traditional Chinese history study. Traditional Chinese
historiography, with its cultural charm, had exerted profound influences on the nearby nations and areas,
among which Japanese historiography is a secondary historiography developed under the impact of Chinese
historiography.

Japanese historiography, represented by the compilation of the Nihon Shoki, has inherited mature Chinese
history culture from the very beginning; it has had adjustments in accordance with the political needs of the
home country, thus forming the foundation of Japanese historiography. The macro-influence of traditional

Chinese historiography on Japan further changed the original development course of Japan's society and history.

While accepting the Confucian ethics of gangchang, Japanese historical theory discards the recognition of
dynastic changes; it replaces the history conception that “God has no kinship with emperors, and it only helps
those who are competent” with the one that “God has kinship with emperors”. It thus created a myth that the
Mikado is the descent of the Amaterasu and implanted deeply the concept of “ruling by the divine pedigree” into
the Japanese people’s mind, which wipes out the 1dea of usurping the throne from the whole social consciousness

and guarantees the status of "reign since time immemorial" (B {it— Z bansei ikkei) of the Mikado.

Japan geographically is a narrow strip of island chain, within which even bigger islands are mountainous.
In ancient time it was difficult to have a unified regime under such a geographical condition. But under the
influence of China's “Great Unification” conception, Japan's official historiography cultivated a theory that the
Gods Yin and Yang gave birth to the Japanese archipelago one by one, which allowed Japan to form a dominated

consensus of political unification.

This social consciousness forcefully overrides the standards of social and economic development, having lead
Japan to become, in early times of human civilization, a country which has assembled different islands to a
unified country. The example that Chinese historical culture has influences on Japan shows that not every nation
generates historiography on its own. We also note that a secondary historiography learned from other nations,
if it works well in ingraining strong social consciousness, would promote a better course of social development

for the home country. It is the ancient and modern Japanese history that has provided us with such a model.
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conception of history
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