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Democracy Prior to Philosophy (or Justice)?

— A Critique of Michael Walzer’s Conception on Democracy

Yao Dazhi

(Center for Fundamental Theory of Philosophy and School of Philosophy and Sociology,
Jilin University, Changchun, China, 130012)

Abstract: The contention between liberalism and communitarianism is a main thread of
western contemporary political philosophy. If liberalism’s representative is John Rawls, then
communitarianism’s representative is Michael Walzer. Among the various disputes between Rawls
and Walzer, democracy is a main issue. In his articles and books published in different times,
Walzer put forward three justifications for democracy: The first one is about a simple communitarian
democracy; he holds that the welfare state is an enemy of democracy. The second one is about a
republican democracy; he holds that philosophy (or justice) is an enemy of democracy. The third
one is about a higher communitarian democracy; he holds that power is an enemy of democracy. On
first justification, we observe that Walzer's communitarian democracy relies on local communities
(cities, factories, universities, churches, neighbourhood, and so on), but none of them are political
communities; democracy is only necessary in political community. Regarding the second justification,
Walzer claims that people have the right to do wrong things, and they are right even as they do wrong
things. Here we should say that only the moral relativists would agree that doing wrong things is right.
Moreover, people’s opinions can be divided into majority and minority on any issue; the majority has
no right to do unjust things to the minority. The third justification shows that Walzer was worried that
democratic authority would be weakened. Therefore, he would rather run the risk of accepting the
“tyranny of democracy” and raise the issue of “strong democracy” in the economic field. From this
we can see the two faces of communitarianism. On the state level, communitarianism tends to be
conservative rather than radical and seldom asks for rapid social reform. On the community level, it
carries an obvious utopian nature which might be the most important thought of communitarianism,

striking an interesting contrast with the conservatism on the state level.
Keywords: Michael Walzer; democracy; communitarianism; liberalism
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fE20tH A BOFEARPHLG, “BHFERHE MM ER"CFME A TBORT 2N EE. W
B EH M EBOARERBERY (J. Rawls, 1921—2002) {55, BB EHARFIA L
F#E (Michael Walzer, FFE“KHE") T. "HHEHEHEAB RN EREHERES T
M, i, “IEFETEET. EMATELESE. “TRFEREBEEREFS HEh, R
F R EEE . EMRNEEES ., REBBFBEHE —MREME: B FR"E
BRRFE", BRRFEEN TEE? SREWTEHENEAFEELR, A HER
FHPRERZIERRN, FFRERELAARE. BEMER, HNATREHRNEER
H, MPAHEHRN FREANBEHRIAER, HEFRRFESRIER. EREHE
EMHEWME, TREAMEYRERAGERN &, mHORRERME T LENRE. EHA
R AT, KRR RFERMS T ="FEARNmE: £ Sl REfEx 28RkE
HEE, MMl —AEENEREERT: f  EnEARYTe2RY RS, Mk
H—REEAIERRE: Fo RSl RENEHRENEE . RMEE —EeHmNEER
RF. HunR s =fmdE, LB, KRN REBGFEE B0 EmHE.

— REHEFAER

EmEHRAHEEEBERABERSL, EABRY X YAN. FHERREAREN
Hifio BT ARMMITAR, MEE s, FENERFEER. SIPEME, FEERE
REFFEEFES, MRFENFEE (GBE®EY) « BRNEE GEan) « EENEE (ER
&) RENMFE (PR - #F) MEMKN-PE (REE) 5. ARNE. %8R0
#k (L. Berlin, 1909—1997) RUACHAEIR Sy, H B TRE —RBRHEE B OEE, M
REEFEE R R T A BB

b B S  T RE, TR E RS R MR A s B E
B RTEB G, BEmFEEEHIL, ERFEREAMETRARTENEIG2 0, mH 0 BRA
HLMER (AEER) BITRE. FERNEZNE, HRERENREBRSHEATTL
FNHEZEUHEN, MEERFHSASELEEZE LRNEHLSHENAHA . ERE
REARE (R, REEIER —ARZH®E (K. H. Marx, 1818—1883) EAYAEAHE D
F. BRI R R EALEEST 7 RAE, TR IR T —HERGERN REE S

EEREESH S ENEEAE R 8 it R RBAS KB 197040, FAtLE
MEBRERET —BESR. £EBRFFNAN, HrsEERRTERL T LBREENEE
EAGE, FHE. B8R, . BEXENHEL VAR, 5B R R R
R, REFER S ENBAE 2R RABOAE”. RMBOREF RN E B %
RZHFI ", MR A CRRUE R TSR ER A T HE.

TR AR A B Bk R R BRI AR A R Y. oL, EAIEH
MUEEREA N — MR E RN S, BREMEE, REZYNEREE B8 — U]
B, B R A — L . A R 2 A B AR SRR R (BN, B
) sEREMAR R, MERENRAER T —REFEEN#AS, HEMEMEA
M TR Hik, SAEERNBEAEREEA M —ERNGEE. hREXEE P EE
AARNPEEE (WRERS) | rUHGEERER 2. \BARRETHZD

@ ZfEHF(Michael Sandel)f1% 4 A Hi(Alasdair Maclntyre) B # L WH B HE RN FERE, HEMMHAFRENEEEERE
ER GUFrEmER) | mAEEERN (RUAERER) o BAraE, KWElRGRE T ERn SRR,
® Michael Walzer, “Dissatisfaction in the Welfare State”, Radical Principles (New York: Basic Books, Inc., 1980) , 25-28.
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=, UM EZELEMENE. BENIEERERE A RREMZ2MNEM, HAH EHEA
HMHTEHEERENAR. BHEFENF FZBREF R, TEEER R
1 1B 5% 1 5T A A A AR T A T BB A

WA R R 2CERN, H5HEMIEE GE 40 3B 0 A0 7w & K 8 S e A M & 52
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STEMNEHOEAEGERE. — 0, WRAHEBNENERENEDAEIEL, /M H &K
BRI T E, H—m, WAEEME T AMNTE, mME RN TR
HAG H —EHERNHERE. SE—K, BRBRERCAE - BREE: BRGFHERT
N EYAETEBRAT . B 2R A IEA BAT R BT 28 B T T2 SR AR R B 09 JBE ik
A EH FHERBIFATRAEAMBEMEL . B RERR TR Z WA EEH AT HRIEE
WEV IS B RRAEGNTRAEBRR 2B MER N —EER, Bk, &8
AT R ELA M — AR, BT A RA AR EES T E KT, FRE0EE
KA RAFAT Rt TR . @

EEER, BREINETREERRERENSEL, MAEKTEER, BRAERED
wAEES . YT SHETHNEARMET. £8n L, RAERAET RENEM, &
HEMAMERRNEL: TRABEABZARNEN, WZ3EEECNH R HimE—
Mz, HERNEAN—RE. BABRE2TREGEREH —HEREFE, MEMERFEFER
MEDKRITHABRNZEEAE, URVEENEREE. KAEDRR, SERTH
KR TRABYRE (HHBFENINFERE) IEENRARNSE.

REE -FBRHE, ARBWRETAMMBUGIER. B EFEEH5S T EE
MEEE, BHTREMNGE, TEEHEBEATR, KRERMERN T 20 L 60FEHK—
MR EM s AL HER: FARENEHE®RE EHFRINALE . ORAHEE
BEEMTHTHENENBORMFE, FIKERRZATFREERRAZSEHE - HA(D.
Bell, 1919—2011)[EfEE: “EH T, Mas TRRENGMES XA T Al b
M—2: BxmEflEE, WEEEPENES, —HEREEGRBNERZ TG E. mia
MEEMS, SMERNBRERALE 7. ""EEAERML, SRR LERE
B RMEE. BERMBERXRAEENSERANEEUREAMABERNTE, HRHF
MAEHRE. S HEEE - KRG ENHER, MEFERAMBELZNEET. KWE
W, “ERMRECNESNMNAE, ENAERENTEEC, 8RR EE ARSI A
[, B2 At P 35 FE 6 V5 AR TEUR T 90 A B A “ I 51 MO TR Bkl T OE B R IS A AR
Il| (Francis Fukuyama) f—f 4 &,

EEGEREE, KHERENAZEFAEE, MEWABUGE. BFERMEERTE
R R 88 AR A & B % D BUE T RES IR E— R M A, SRATBEAEY. A4

D@@®E Michael Walzer, “Dissatisfaction in the Welfare State”, Radical Principles , 32-33, 35, 41, 45.
@ Daniel Bell, “The End of Ideology in the West”, The End of Ideology Debate (New Yotk: A Clarion Book, 1968) , 99.
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ARRERER, T2 H 5 R EE

BERREM AR, MR, TR AMTE. KB, HE LI EEE
Fo HABETE/NOREERIAZEF AR BIES, 2R A RES, ZREAM
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IR i 2 SLBCIRIR AR . MITETR @R 2, T et U7 Y AR B Rl RS R ISR

MARFAMERTHRBHEGRE”, BERWRNREBSF RO KB
B, REEWREHCOHT, REMARBRZAREHCHE. ARZRFOMBTFRR
¥, EREBEENMFNTH. WREN, ERTRAE T ERWEAK, RAEK T
i —{friE R RF AN AT URBR EHE . KHEAEEMEECNRE (R
Rz AHGmEEEHE) , MACEEHHCHER (F 28 CAREHRE) o thfE
HRENGEEER: REBZmBEZEEROAIREL. OBk, RABGEAG—
TERZOER, MM THENRES R, TEFNBEREZRELREBIREAZMR.

EEHSBENERNRERSEHEREN? RERACEEERERSHE L aE
IO, MELTFRECEMR BLERNC. ARER, CHEREHERN . TE
B AT

Bob, EEEREHST), RENFZELEMN. KEEEH LR/ IR ET
ERAMBARNZER, UlMRENSL, MEMf2tiER0LREE. i, WK, T
B, AT &, K2, &F. #ME, FF. SPHAOHEHERSE, BLUSKILR BT
Hif, FREAEEER L, REREELLFAREFBIAEINAEE. “E2, Htt&E
FMELE TR, RENFDZERMIEIL .

Hoo, ERREZHEZNHLFRZAMANLEN. REGFERFEOA. HELZREN
AP KBRS W TEAT, THEREEOA" EAARBORE I & IR AR
FHRMNVFEFREREENIREAE, EMRHhEREREETR, EHFEREEHH
Tk BHLR, ARG THBNTEORBERARN, HAXTERREbHZ
—HEEHNFAE, DRMREBEARHERAREN, HEELHARBAELRNLGER
A, MERBLFRRNANLEERS. B BNERERAMSHEIEENERERE, €7
D@R@® Michael Walzer, “Dissatisfaction in the Welfare State”, Radical Principles, 46, 46-47, 48-49, 12, 13.

(B William A. Galston, “Community, Democtacy, Philosophy: The Political Thought of Michael Walzer”, Political Theory 1
(1989) : 127.
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Hig, B IRWEN REEGHILERE S EMERE S, BT D SR 5 B A4
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(D Michael Walzer, “Philosophy and Democracy”, Thinking Politically: Essays in Political Theory (New Haven: Yale University Press,
2007) , 5-6,
@@ Michael Walzer, “Introduction: Radical Principles”, Radical Principles,12-14, 16-17, 50.
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(D@@ Michael Walzer, “Philosophy and Democracy”, Thinking Politically: Essays in Political Theory, 6, 7-8, 8.
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