Controversy over Current Issues

Interdisciplinary Studies in Chinese Comparative
Literature: Dilemma and the Way Out

He Yunbe

Abstract: Interdisciplinary literary studies in China and the West have their own traditions. Since the
20" century, interdisciplinary studies in Chinese comparative literature have been fruitful. However,
most of the researches are only parallel studies and influence studies; there is inadequacy in theoretical
constructions. If there are respective systems of knowledge among the different human races, such

systems determine their knowledge classifications and the difference of "disciplines.”

In the early 20™ century, great changes took place in the field of Chinese culture including art theories.
Chinese scholars learned not only the discourses, concepts and techniques in Western cultural scholarship,
but also the entire system of knowledge. Besides, Chinese literary theories and art theories had been
gradually transported to the West, thus forming a hybrid system of knowledge which can be described
as a “Chinese heart in a Western body”. With the introduction of the western theories, Chinese literary
theories and art theories entered the era of “international” discourse, while the traditional literary theories
and art theories became “heterogeneous” existence. At present, Chinese “interdisciplinary studies” are

based on the Western systems and disciplines. The Chinese tradition in this regard is not noticed.

Therefore, in interdisciplinary studies, our first task is to make clear the different knowledge systems from
a cross-cultural perspective. Such concepts of “literature” and “art” in the West and in China are each
rooted in their own cultural soil; it would make no sense making comparison without considering their
own cultural backgrounds. Secondly, among the different disciplines, the conceptual framework, ways of
expression and discourse stance also vary respectively. We should look into ways in which our researches
could work and bear fruits. Moreover, issues such as the difference between the discourse of literature
and that of art, and the difference between ethics in narratology and that in general await our explorations.
Other questions----for examples, “How can we make a dialogue?” and “What commensurability of
discourse do we have?” ----are in front of us to answer, With penetrating and thorough discussions of these

topics, we might achieve some progress in the theoretical construction of interdisciplinary researches.
Keywords: comparative literature; interdisciplinary research; cross-cultural studies; dialogue
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