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The Future of Chinese Humanistic Education
and Higher Education

Zhang Qizhi & Zhao Wanfeng
(Graduate School of Chinese Thoughts and Culture, Northwest University, Xi'an, China, 710069;
Department of History, Northwest University, Xi'an, China, 710069)

Abstract: Although China’'s higher education experienced many frustrations during the modern
transformation process of over one hundred years, the initial designers had well dealt with the
relationship between the higher education of China and the West, forming a relatively perfect modern
system. Currently, the higher education of China faces the problems of “science over humanities,
technology over qualification, and quantity over quality”, which are partly due to some factors brought
by the rapid social development, partly the lack of cultural consciousness of addressing the problems
within the educational system, partly the imperfection of humanistic spiritual education on the level
of dissemination and popularization, and partly one-sided interpretation of humanistic education as
related to education of liberal arts; among which the lack of humanistic spiritual education is the most
fundamental reason for the problems. In the middle of 1990s, China began to implement the Quality
Education Project for the national educational system which was aimed to solve all those problems.
In this project, special attention should be paid to strengthening the education of traditional Chinese
humanistic spirits in the process of college quality education, be they human culture, combination
of rigidity and flexibility, the truth between heaven and humanity, moral excellence, harmony in
diversity, practical utility, endless circle of life and the like. This requires step-by-step effort. First is to
practice the concept of cultivating people with culture, specifically dealing well with the relationship
between science and humanistic spiritual education and the integration between humanities and
social science, as well as intensifying affective education. Second is to promote the process by
enhancing the communication and integration of Eastern and Western cultures. During the process,
the true meaning of humanistic education should be well understood, and the implementation and
strengthening of real humanistic spiritual education in all aspects should be assured. By all these
means, many existing problems can be addressed by the higher education of China and a bright
future will await ahead.
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