—— Exclusive Comments

Chinese Philosophy: Understanding and Reflection

—— Also a Discussion on Lao Siguang’'s New History of Chinese Philosophy

Yang Guorong

Abstract: From the perspective of meta-theory, “recognition” and “identification” are the initial problems
faced by Chinese philosophy. Recognition here involves the i1ssue of understanding philosophy. As regards
the positioning of philosophy, though it is true that there are different characteristics and points of emphasis
between Chinese philosophy and its Western counterpart, we cannot dismiss either one of them for not being
philosophy. In acknowledging Chinese philosophy’s nature as a discipline approaching wisdom-thinking, there
is no reason to deny its philosophical quality and style.

A relevant issue is “identification”. Recognition links to the multiplicity of philosophy while identification
concerns the universality of philosophy. In the study of Chinese philosophy, we should attach importance to
its uniqueness and special form, as well as the theoretical connotation of universal value within it. Historically
speaking, what has existed behind the issues of recognition and identification is the relationship between

Chinese philosophy and its Western counterpart.

From the view of “knowledge without difference between the Chinese and the Western,” both Chinese and
Western philosophies are sources in the development of world philosophy; and the modern continuation of

Chinese philosophy can obtain profound significance from the above viewpoint.

In reading Lao Siguang’s New History of Chinese Philosophy in the aforementioned context, it is not difficult to
discern its special features and theoretical significance. The analysis of a philosophy history can be seen as a
multi-level exploration of wisdom. In this sense, Lao’s New History of Chinese Philosophy has illustrated, in a

certain aspect, the aforesaid multiple relationships in the study of Chinese philosophy.
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