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A New Understanding of Writers’ Literary World:
Mo Yan and And Quiet Flows the Don

Cheng Guang Wei

Abstract: It is quite well known that the main source of Mo Yan's writings came from Western modernist
novels of the 20® Century; specifically, they are the works of William Faulkner of the United States, and Gabriel
Garcia Marquez of Columbia. Mo Yan has said that the reason critics consider him as a vanguard fiction writer
lies in “Explosion” and “The Transparent Carrot”, etc., his works in the Mid-1980s.

Such a positioning of Mo neglects the locality of his works and his two decades’ rural life experience, as well as
his pursuit of and aspiration for the epic theme of the 19* Century literature in his novels. Also, it fails to reveal
his effort exerted in his works on the issue of “one-hundred-year history of Chinese rural areas”; he intended to

write this history within the system of epic structure in modern China.

With the unveiling of some historical materials, the relationship between Mo and the novel And Quiet Flows the
Don by the Russian writer Mikhail Sholokhov started to unfold. The two writers share a myriad of similarities —
they were both born to peasant families and engaged in military duties in adulthood; they both wrote epic-style
fiction about the great earth during revolutions in the Eastern world, and the characters in their works possess
a certain kind of peasant heroism. We further see that the love the writers bestowed to the peasants was filled
with inner conflict and struggle. Standing on earth with peasants, they wrote about them, concerning their life
and death, with a humanistic vision and sympathy, which is beyond and above the ordinary feelings for the
homeland. These are similarities of the two distinguished writers in the East who produced their creative works

following the footsteps of the masters of 19% Century literature.

Mo's understanding of the theme, topic and depth of the novel And Quiet Flows the Don to a certain extent came
from the appreciation and recognition of these similarities. As time goes by, people’s perception will change.
Readers will no longer see the works of Mo Yan only in the light of magic-realism as exemplified by Marquez;

they will appreciate Mo's rich and colorful world of literary creation from other angles and perspectives.
Keywords: Mo Yan; Mikhail Sholokhov; epic-style fiction
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