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The Given “Memory”:

Conceptive Construction of Historical Narrative

He Changsheng
(Department of Chinese, Xiamen University, Xiamen, China, 361003)

Abstract: Memory is the central element for the construction of history. History is a memory
being stereotyped, while memory is a history being activated. The activation of a memory relies
on individual life experience, external image stimulation and words retention. Whether it is life
experience, objectimage or language, none can ensure the integrality and accuracy of “memory”
in its own right, as “memory” is spontaneously given the privilege of “selecting” the “absence”
of the “past”. In general, awakened memory is only associated with the current demand of the
“subject” of memory which exists under the premise of current need. The “memory”, however,
cannot keep its original appearance and can only be given by “demand”. Therefore, it is easy
to form a potential underlying relationship of “coexistence/confrontation” between history and
memory. An individual is the only carrier of memory, and the current “demand” of the individual
will manifest the “concept” which is transmitted by words. Memory recognizes, denies and
continuously modifies history, after which a series of discourse is presented with simply the idea
of antecedent. If “I" could only “agree/reject” this “memory” according to “my” current demand
when society offers “memory” to individuals in the name of “history”, what | had to give up
was not only “my” “memory” itself, but more importantly was my right to “think”, as well as the
possibility of “my” “re-experience” (awakened memory). Therefore, the “memory” presented by
historical or literary text is actually a mirage of “memory”. However, simultaneously they are also
an effective carrier of “memory”; in this sense, any historical text or literary text is meaningful.
These “materials”, which are regarded as the core, help to trace back the self-“transformative/
evolutionary” path of “concept’, and that can be a feasible way of keeping “memory” to be

“present” all the way through.
Keywords: memory; history; historical narrative; concept
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