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Abstract: In modern countries where education system is government-driven, middle-school history-textbook
could be considered as an important medium bearing the functions of self-protection and self-manifestation
of every single political dominating system. Whether a country cares to describe the image of another country,
and how and why she does it, this matter not only reflects the country’s inclusiveness and openness about its

history education, but also shows a concrete externalization of her political philosophy.

By performing a quantitative analysis on the length of the description, its contents and structure, the choice of
pictures, the reading materials and the design of questions of a history textbook, we discover that the middle-
school history-textbooks of the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), compared with those in the past, have
attached more importance to contemporary China; they have also paid more attention to the various aspects of
contemporary Chinese society, not just political history as they did in the past. However, the descriptions and
narratives concerning contemporary China are accompanied by a kind of ambivalence. These demonstrate that, on
the one hand, German politicians and historians have affirmed the economic significance of the rise of China, while,
on the other hand, they illustrate an attitude of doubt regarding the political correctness of China’s modernization.

These characteristics demonstrate how the German historical education insists, performs and extends the political functions
of this education; in other words, this education of history attempts to exert cultural-oriented functions on the younger
generation of German students regarding contemporary China in three aspects. First, China, being the world’'s most
important nising power, is changing or has changed the world structure that the Germen were accustomed to, and thus the
younger generation has to pay more attention to the history of the rise of contemporary China and the patterns of its politics,
economy and culture. Second, features in politics and economic developments in contemporary China may help German
students understand the problems of “imbalance between political and economic development” in the history of their own
country. The present situation of China probably serves as a “mirror” to Germen students; it virtually shows the situation
of Germany one hundred years ago. Third, since there are different points of view on the understanding of contemporary
China, the debates and the multi-perspective principles for historical pedagogy are right there for application.

Although it is unlikely that a history textbook can demonstrate the image of another country with a large
coverage and comprehensive description, the inertial thinking generated from totalitarian experience,
concept of “cold war” and global competition has cast an impact on the narrative framework, content and
style of the middle-school history-textbooks in FRG. In the long run, this kind of history education is not
beneficial for young Germen in facing the real world of pluralistic modernity.
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