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——  Frontier Focus

HiStOI‘iC&l Memory Of E&St ASia (Special Topic Discussion)

Summary: Buping contends that politically the tense confrontation and struggle centering on historical 1ssues
have become a marked characteristic of international relations in East Asia and there is no sign of soothing or
elimination; still, he believes that, academically, researches on the transnational history of this region allow
people to expect dialogues among these countries. This is because a relatively quiet zone for thoughts and
conversation can thus be built so as to avoid any extreme political intervention or any influence from extreme
emotions. History study requires documentation and facts, providing an elemental protection for the dialogues
among scholars of East Asia. Both Chinese and Japanese historians, who are researchers in “the first line”, have

long established a rather close exchange relationship, which renders joint research activity possible.

Murata Yujiro opines that the First Sino-Japanese War, Russo-Japanese War, World Wars I and II in modern
history had brought dramatic changes to both the internal political affairs of Japan and the political patterns of
East Asia. The formation of Japan’s wartime regime not only enhanced the social foundation for democratization
after wars, but also integrated Japan’s militarism and external expansion into a whole scheme. However, the
fourth “postwar” was an exception, in which democratization with neither military expansion nor colonialism was
advocated under the belief of “peace and democracy”. Nonetheless, with the advent of a new wartime institution,
namely the “cold war”, the issue of demilitarization had completely faded out postwar problems, particularly
the problem of de-colonization. Consequently, responsibility concerning colonialism in democratization of the
imperial age was forgotten. In this regard, we may explain the existence of such remarks as “[Japan was | not
beaten by China” and “Class A war criminals bore the responsibility for losing the war (but not the responsibility

for war)”. And this could be considered the limitation of Japan's de-colonization after wars.

Bae Kyounghan has made the following points. Recently the escalating conflict of interpretations in East
Asia’s history should not be regarded as an academic controversy; it is rather something related to state power,
or the popular sentiment under the immense influence from state power; and the concept of nationalism
amplifies and deepens this kind of state power. In order to achieve peace and prosperity in the three countries in
East Asia, to establish the necessary historical memory, and to find out means for cultivating an ideal historical
memory, all countries should study history as history of the East Asian community. They should confront and
solve the problems existing in history education, and should prevent and overcome “narrow nationalism”, a

concept that would revive in the name of state policy.

Li Changli has noted that in Japan, certain ill-designed public opinion surveys and their misinterpretations
led to misunderstanding among the media and public in both China and Japan, which adversely affected
the “national feelings” of the two peoples. Due to historical reasons, “historical memory” and “historical
realization” are differently comprehended by the two peoples, which as a result hurt the national feelings and
relationships between the two countries. However, there is a profound friendship between people of the two
countries. There are ordinary peace-loving people in Japan who insist on reflecting Japan's past wars and on
the many crimes committed during the invasion of China. Moreover, they are involved in friendly exchange
activities between the two countries. In Japan, they conserve such historic sites as places where Sun Yat-sen
conducted his revolutionary activities, which could be considered as common “historical memory” between the
two peoples. All of the above are conducive to enhance the “national feelings” of the two countries and to strive
for a peaceful friendship. Today, with the increasingly close economic ties and the accelerating interactions
of the two countries, the peoples should endeavor to achieve a “common history realization” based on their
mutual understanding of “historical memory”; they should lay the “national feelings” foundation of the China-

Japan friendship through the “common history”, and thus together found a future of long-lasting peace.
Keywords: East Asia; common history; historical memory
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