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Peer Group: History, Transition and
Social influence

Zhou Xiaohong

Abstract: A peer group is an informal group of people of approximately the same status or age, who
share similar interests, hobbies and values, and with similar behavior patterns. Its emergence is a result of
industrialization, modern education and mass consumption in modern times.

Industrialization and modern education allow teenagers to delay their entry into the labor market; they are
separated from the groups of children or adults and become relatively independent bodies. Mass consumption
empowers this age group with their own market value.

Ower the past decades, rapid social changes in the world, China included, have resulted in less and less influence
from conventional socialized organizations such as families and schools. Meanwhile, the power of the peer
groups has been increasing steadily. After the 1990s, with the rise of the network society, the formation of
virtualized peer groups has developed the rebelliousness, independence, interactivity and creativity in youth
culture to its zenith, and thereafter constructed a brand new youth culture — the cyber-culture.

The springing up of cyber-culture helps the younger generation get rid of the control from the elderly, so that
they are able to grow up freely with less adult supervision. They have become leaders of the Internet era and
feedback what they have possessed to the older generation.

As a kind of important social power, peer groups, in a microscopic sense, have generated effects on
individual socialization in three aspects: first, to provide youth socialization with analogical routes for their
connection with society: teenagers will eventually access to the adult world; understanding of its complexity
and basic rule is one of problems need to be solved for individual socialization, and the peer group can
serve as a buffer and a bridge for that; second, to provide youth socialization with experiences of social
participation in their own role: teenagers are often unable to participate in communication, exchanges and
activities of the adult world due to their young age, therefore they must make use of different kinds of
opportunities provided by the peer group in order to have rehearsal on their future role and behavior; third,
to provide youth socialization with life skills rooted in the society: in a peer group, an individual is able to
learn and practice the way how to get along with people, and to have a preliminary understanding of the
basic operating rule of the society, even they can learn specific living skills from games or imitation. In the
macroscopic perspective, peer groups not only play the role of historical “fashion pioneer”, contributing
importantly to the promotion of social development and progress, but also serve as the media and bridges
for the elder generation in acquiring new knowledge, new culture and new lifestyle.
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FEAMBIAR——HERESH PN ERNERIE) —FSPRESHEES - FEEHEAR
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BHAERMR-© FHLHEBNMALEE  EHRALE  EEFEHEALSLCNEEIBER
R AMESRE NG & A4 B B E A TE—RE R R E R R B S E A EEA® - T
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(T. M. Newcomb, 1903—1984) - H19394 » M FHHH FHF - 56 T A i B B R %
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BaifaE ¢ BEE—REABGAFTBEIMOEREREERENRBEBZ— - AEFER
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R EREARE TE—Y c AENEEFERSINT AE HEMNEEE - H o EEW
BiEEH T EERRPREEEUENER  ERHSHNERRE HWTx2” M ‘mExs”
AU B - BEARILERM “MESUE MAAEE BN "R B8 BEEEERGETHEINE
% RS (Michel Bonnin) FiE » FEAEEHIHEHHNENES TECNRERZRMO -
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$427—428, 432—433, 437H.
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Z B MREEFRORR

FFEHBEENNREA > EFAR—EIMZARE  EHERE LEERAMELEZRETH
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I ERREFXEREN/ DL LML - ASEOERS  EHFEEANES > 6 -H%
HARLIK “HHEELRL BEUBARENRSIXEREIBNEARERR (ERETEER
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FEBAEENEFEER AR EERLEREENERES TESERMAERR

© BEH F: PREREERED> (bx: HEREIE R, 2004) .
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(3) Margaret Mead, Culture and Commitment, A Study of the Generation Gap (New York : Natural History Press, 1970 ) , 25.

@@ William J. Goode, The Family (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1964) , 8, 108.

(5) Talcott Parsons, “The School Class as a Social System: Some of Its Functions in American Society”, Social Structure and Personality
(New York : Free Press, 1964) , 133.

® [FE)EEE- W Gals> (LE: BB ARMER, 1991) | HE. BEE, $227H.

(T) Charles H. Cooley, Social Organization (New York : Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1909) , 24
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AR R REAR -
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(D William J. Goode, The Family, 109.

@ JEA: “FEEE: EREOMBNSTES, GEEgRS» 4 (2008) .

@ MEE: “BRMS RN PE—ENRENTE ORGSR, ERRELSEEE 6 (2009) .

(@) Deborah Davis-Friedmann, Long Lives, Chinese Elderly and the Communist Revolution (Expanded Edition) (California: Stanford
University Press, 1991) , 27.

& [FEEEE - HWHT: Sy . 85231, 234, 2408,

® DrtImwE - - BETEEN 25 GERRKEEY (UE: WHERRENRGE, 2007) | TRRE. HEETE, $1%, $9H.
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HERE  BERAUKECEE LT * HE WEKF - OZAUEEERE HE M
‘BEFTT O RARER—EM4EERN MAHREZEAHEZREEE ‘£ ERLEIE
AR R R SR HERNEARBRRENEY - k- EPEERNESEELE
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1942) ~ #i@ (1891—1962) HFF T MEET RN -
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M CEE MHFR TEERESHERR  IFEETREF —ERESELNERPER  T#
TERBRBENEBAGERR T EREZREAKRBRBIrBEMMNEE  HILERZTRK
AW TIER R E A COBE R R - Ot - BRESHNERMBXERNZHEER » T EMNE
HTERESN FE o WE FE NERLBETERS -

WMRFHBEOEESER A N KE CHEEELERTRESSE R THOBERE
BERNEE  FE EREEAEERER  EFEABREES OFEETENERNNEEFEEK
MEENSEK - FEE AR S AR B AT BERRT R EERER B LIS
MEEHENWEENDESRE LA THEERHRBRDERMEBRYN “#H - ZRGE
(E. Shils, 1910—1995) MI&iik » MBERXBMAFNELEN TR LR “FREERDE
HEEE  BE%RE  MEZNERERENNARANERE -0

FEmEECEAMBREARTENH T ERT SR FTRHS(J.S. Coleman, 1926—1995)3
B FEXERZFTESBANFERNMEGZHN—ERE" ©- - MR FERHARIERE
MESR M HEUVLhREIEMHEAEENETEHEBENHEHR - HHEENBEEER
ol FELER ERRE —EREUERE®BSUE - MR EEREATFNEEERELRE
ATLHEMENAREESES EESEEESRE NS BB SERBE 2 ERAERF
FEENTRLCBOEZEYE  ERTREEEUEMNEREUREHBENAEHRERE NN E
ARERN - IREAHBEEBENSEK  EHGAMFHN "AREBZHENEE ARRE + 282
" OfEE » AN BEBHABSERLCNAZERE  F£  XE BR=ZFHMWEARFR &
BAESEENER  BUERENSKRE LMNAE “H5 thiBeeREELEES -

= BREN  AREERRERE

SREEME20 AR RS - RERETNWEFEREFEH RXENRENKE TR
AT DEHNERN  KRNAMMASESEVEERHLGERAETOBAES  CEFE
R H e EHERE LRERHBERKENERAZ FMER L EEREER - &
FrEE ORI E AR AR B A - H=2 0 1990FER % MEHENIEL  AZETH B
TR T Bl 7 - BRI oy HE 6 0k i (B ZERE 8 » R AR AR BT B E B 2003 R B F 2K

O Bms: « FE RPENHEEE> (bn: HEREIURE L, 2007) . 154K,

@ #IEW. BER EE: «REPERTEE (T4, 1888-1911) » (bE: HEHERRHNIE, 1993) | HEERER
B R TEATE. 406, 440H.

3 F. Furstenberg, “The Sociology of Adolescence and Youth in 1990s, A Critical Commentary”, Journal of Marriage and Family 62 (2000) -
806-910: i : CHEAKALSELEGHEM> (i RIS RS, 2011) , http-/www stats gov cn/zgrkpe/
dle/yw/t20110428 402722384 htm.

@ [RIEBE- HAM: GRER> . F2B1H.

(5) James S. Coleman “Peer Cultures and Education in Modern Society”, College Peer Group, Problems and Prospects for Research (Chicago:
Aldine Publishing Company, 1966) , 244.

© FEPIEEE: « GRET) 2009FFEEREY  (BEbk: BHTHIME, 2010) , H191H.
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BRMEBTRAMBESE —FEEAA2S » EHKETUERBESIESET  ERTHEHE . R
E B R AT AEAR 4R BT HE  BREEE—E2FNEERES - BEEEEAN
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