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From “Aesthetics of Phenomenology” to
“Phenomenology of Aesthetics”

Yang Chunshi

Abstract: Aesthetics of phenomenology is the application of phenomenology for the acquisition of essence of
beauty followed by the establishment of an aesthetic system. Aesthetics of phenomenology can demonstrate
the essence of beauty only with the premise of a proof in self-being, meaning that there is phenomenality in
aesthetics. To achieve this it requires the remaking of phenomenology. Moreover, aesthetics of phenomenology
discovers that the essence of beauty 1s metaphysical; in other words, the essence of beauty is connected with the
essence of being. Based on the above two points, aesthetics of phenomenology is gradually transforming into

phenomenology of aesthetics.

The so-called phenomenology of aesthetics is to acquire the meaning of being by taking the experience of
aesthetics as one of the phenomenological approach. Phenomenology of aesthetics has remodeled Husserl’s
transcendental phenomenology. Phenomenology of aesthetics is not what we called a “strict science”, but
rather a philosophical methodology with being as its core, focusing on the significance of being. It takes
aesthetic consciousness as the restored “residue of phenomenology”, directly perceiving the essence of the

object through aesthetic experience and making the being reveal itself.

Different from the phenomenology of absence established by Heidegger and philosophy of otherness, the
phenomenology of aesthetics solves the problem of being from absence to presence so as to grasp it directly. As a
“substantial phenomenology”, phenomenology of aesthetics compensates the inadequacy of phenomenology of
absence and straightly gets the meaning of being, i.e. freedom. In beauty appreciation, both the aesthetic subject
and object separate themselves from the existence in reality and enter into the free mode of existence in which
the aesthetic subject, no longer the self in reality, turns into aesthetic consciousness and aesthetic personality;

the aesthetic object, no longer a dead and passive realistic world, turns into a live and spiritual aesthetic world.

The aesthetic subject and object gets out of the subject-object opposition. The aesthetic subject transcends the
realistic self and abandons the desire of possessing the world; it will no longer add superficial value and knowledge
into the world. In addition, the world will not boycott the subject with its unilateral independence any more, but to
associate with each other for achieving understanding and sympathy for the goal of integrating into one eventually.
Phenomenology of aesthetics conquers the deficiency of ontology of presumption established by phenomenology of
absence; it has established an ontology of certainty which helps to lay a solid foundation for the ontology in philosophy.

Keywords: phenomenology of absence; aesthetics of phenomenology; phenomenology of aesthetics; ontology

of presumption; ontology of certainty
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