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The Giant Collision: Frontier Governance in the
Process of National Integration

Xu Yong

Abstract: China became a united multi-ethnic country in the early Qin dynasty. However, due to
geographical and transportation restrictions, China's reign over the frontier, where many of the ethnic
groups reside, has long been in a state of disunity and non-governance; the daily lives of different
ethnic groups were unconnected with each other. Globalization, since the 18% Century, has swept all
the different ethnic groups worldwide into one common world, at the same time enhancing different
countries’ national integration among themselves.

Aided by the advancement of information technologies in the 20% Century, this tide transforms people
living apart from each other into a cohesive group, in which people of different ethnicities interact
closely. This phenomenon not only helps to enable an unprecedented social integration, but also brings
about a “social collision” that has never before existed. A modern country is a civil nation, in which
political community takes precedence over ethnic community and national law over religious customs.

Every individual is considered as a citizen in the first place, then to become a member of an ethnic
group. National recognition is the spiritual basis of national integration. For the frontier ethnic groups,
due to reasons in a long historical period, national recognition of the populace living there is extremely
weak; 1t badly needs strengthening.

With problems concerning the customs and beliefs of different ethnic groups, in the process of national
integration, especially in the social integration based on material interests, understanding and respecting
each other so as to transform pluralism into integration and to realize “heart to heart” in “face to face”
communication is a formidable task; yet its accomplishment is essential. First, political equality should
be pursued and cultural difference should be acknowledged; no one should have political privileges
nor should he be unequally treated, because of his ethnic identity. Second, in the “face to face” era, it
1s important to encourage every individual, and not only political elites, to understand the country, its
differentethnic groups, and the national policies in this regard — to understand these from the perspective
of national integration. Every individual should become a guardian of the national community, and
respect all the ethnicities; then a “heart to heart” ideal life filled with mutual understanding and respect
would be achieved through strengthening economic, political, cultural and social connections.

Keywords: frontier governance; national recognition; face to face; heart to heart
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