Controversy over Current Issues

How do Names Designate Their Objects on Earth?
Socio-historical Causal Descriptivism

Chen Bo

Abstract: In contemporary Western philosophy, around the issue of how names designate their objects
on earth, there is a “war” between descriptivism and referentialism over thirty years. Due to the lack of
initial baptism of an object, traditional descriptivism and its cluster version cannot be free from the charge
of “vicious circle;” they didn't account for the generation and evolution of the meanings of names, didn't
explain the conventionality, sociality and publicity of the meanings of names, and have to confront the

challenges from Kripke's epistemic, semantic and modal arguments against descriptivism.

Although referentialism has some insights into the problem of “how to identify the referent of a name,” the
whole picture that is drawn consisting of nigidity and causal chains is not correct, because it is built upon a
problematic conception of names, language and meaning: names seem to designate objects by themselves,
and language seems to be connected to the world by itself, in a way that has nothing to do with us (alanguage
community). Broadly speaking, there seems to be an unmediated relation of reference or predication
between language and the external world, and it is from such a relation that linguistic expressions get their
meanings. Social constructivism of language and meaning (SCLM for short) is developed in another paper,
its crucial point focusing on the triadic relation among language, humans (a linguistic community) and the

world, rather than the dyadic relation between language and the world.

Based on SCLM, Socio-Historical Causal Descriptivism (SHCD for short), i.e. an alternative theory of
names, 1s derived. SHCD consists of six theses: (1) the reference of a name to an object originates from a
generalized “initial baptism” of the object. (2) What is transferred down the causal chain about a name 1s
firstly and mainly informative descriptions of the name’s bearer. (3) The meaning of a name is the open-
ended collection of informative descriptions acknowledged by a linguistic community. (4) Being relative to
practical needs of agents there are distinguishable orders in the collection of descriptions as the meaning
of a name. (5) A name designates what we intend to use it to designate, so its referent may be a physical
individual, a parasitic, fictional or intentional object. There are few names absolutely without reference.
(6) The meaning or even partial meaning of a name, together with speaker’s intention, the background of a

discourse, the network of knowledge, etc., determines the referent of the name.
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dio ‘R—EBY EESERLEMSEEERSRLE  FABAFTEREERTR—EBYNE
- ORE EFEBLE N NERNELES T HiRe@ErEngETmE2Em -

HE mEERAANBERSEENNESE - EHEX  ERA—BT2ERSBETA -
FEECMHESHEN— S E0 BNEESHARER SN BELERAZRKETRA  flo
UNRAMIERE 0 RFEREIONTE |, ‘RHONKE - ESTMABHEESRNEY T
AER—HR—EH REFETREE R EEEN R ERE B AERAENE TR R ep
BIETHZHGRZEHR  RRBETH - FB—UFEIHE TEYTNAEIHRBEAR
(1) ~FEYNAEEZEYER SR hEEE AN RERE  EAEBERETCE
PR TR R R AL - (2) BREER AR SRS B BE (origin) 3 “HEH
B (substantial makeup ) EHAE - (3) BHAHAMEMERS B “WEAHE  (intenal structure )
REAE - (4) —AEYRT ERE BRI 20 Hith— 8 5 A A SN B T L
MU - EETEAE  — BV EE NS M A ERE 2 (5) BREYRAE 1
MR LAME  EAMTLUERRBNEREBREVNAY  WECHEN “LRARRGE -©

(1) G. Evans, The Varieties of Reference | 15.

@ [FE1EFE: “ERNER . BEEGET—STEEEMUEy bR HE ARG, 2005) |, M. BHEEH, B
516—519H .

@ M FEGREAGE N EROAGE SR —HRELRARAOHFT. GEHAT 8—9 (2010) .
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(6) EEE—EHEESR—EHRWAE R  AFEEERENEME - "En—EHRE
REEEEHEEESE (FIUNEE) WHETEEEEN—&  EENRELAE LETAEEHE
PR RE AT e R A Y " (NN:p.115n)

WM EFRABNUEENHRES S » WIEAENFMEEREF A EMENNTE
BE FEHATEMEEFEE L - JERERREERER ? ERZNERNEBTYNEAER
MR - HIRAEBBCAYI AT » Fidd “AE B2 ‘REEWN - HUES  AMEE
MEFBERABREAHR —FAHREREEN RS ENEHERTERERE - EBRREEK
BHER RREEEEANHILEERERZ — - KRR EEESHEHAERANEBNRANE
EF SR IFM5) 5 (Jlennn, 1870—1924) frai @ “DARANZHNER —FSEBEEE 4
EREYEAMEECHI—BNHBNEREEE ORI BN REN X fx-" of
RN  EEEEVNAER  EfANEEBFTEZREN - TRt - il E B
HREEMHER PR AMNER - "EEM4EESBEEN -7 OFEB5A “HERANER
FE EEZ2% - REHKNAEREET  REMEESKNARESTLT - flill  EBVERR
EBEAHELRRIRE  AFFEAEN “XE ZEFEMN - BOAMGESAES HABEEBN—EN0L
HPOFE AMUEERES HH RN —EARE - LARA : "€ e e BEnER
SETHNEY SEAN—EAE - RIOAEEWAEEEBE TENERERESS -

BH73% (Claudio F. Costa) #tFF T EME LN EANER iR ARERBEGE —BREESIA
NENEXNEFE  2R2EAN : BREBVHERLAUFERSNEE  EFRABNFE
RREREAER - Bl R ANBEEZEHRPSIAKE  ERR—ES REFERL S KW
A —HBEXRELAK 8 " (1) —FEEGHEL  EAHBHRNBEEMNEF; (2)
Pl EAEETREZH SN RERNESE  EEFEESEAMEERERZABERER
ZHR - OB —HAEERAR  EFUTFRUKSHA BRI R —E A BEE AT
SEEER - F_ACFEEEEEL  ARRANBEREEREL DIk —SpE R Eg 55 -
BEE » RHTEERM T — @ AR B

—EEANEAREBRENEES RECHE x » EHEE » AfLIEEXLIEE 7 K5 &
TAFRWOTER :

(- x WENH R, $H/RKH

(1-2) xif ENW HEHER®, ¥ 8

Q) xE#H x4 ENSGHR, B H

G)x LEARCENEAEMHENEF B ENBER M LR, ©

RBFE » RITEMKEER  ERR—EHRNW—FERHATFEEERR SB0N%KF -
ERMEBLHMNEREERANTR  ARRFERES XFABEHRTABHNERNEBRAE
WER - EREXR  (DEREFANHEEFAVESBREHEERANEBRFTEEEER - U

“THEL S BF - AMA LU E %4 (Aristotle, Bi384—Hi322) AEBB—(IEL2E
—UEER » —(UESRX  —(UEYER —UBER THIEH » B E S EANREE
A MR EAHEEN - — T EZ2EPNHFEELRHERBES T E2EPEEE#E
i EEREUHRERBETREZHEE - flU EESRANRESHAMES BN HELSE
WREFHEREERRNER - QREHRAMNES LABEZRENTEFANRES RVHLE
REEEEBEZHEZNTEABNEREESER - OAMELEEHLEE  BRTHREEEABN

@ «FlEmEE> (U ARG, 1995) . H419H.
@ [FE1EEE: “BERENER. GRERGFE— SITTRENIUEY |, 480H.
(3@ C.F. Costa,“A Metadescriptivist Theory of Proper Names”, Ratio 24 (2011): 260, 270.
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Frtg » — A RLEWE S A - KRS R E S ERR A B2 KR E - B
PRIAHR Le it AR 7E RN B2 8 RV AR BRI TP AR (B - REREZREE AN ERFEFAR -

AL R BETEN > BRSBMAHBEMAIR > EHEFEAR — e Y E M > hafFEK
FHEES &~ IEMH SN RER

ERRAGRT EEARBENTHR CEN—EEERAGR MAREABNEREEM - A
TEA—EEBEEE0E - L HEBHERNWTREREZOE=-FER : AEAAHEED
2R ABRTABHAR  UERFEREHZNRE - REEBHEFENGBESEAE @ "EYN
7T B ABEEEENE - HAETARSRBIYE - MENR - KRR EEE SR
NEH R B AEE HRYER -

—— “V)EHR" (physical objects) - ANFHPEEEFEERBERREE D » A MR RE FTEAE
HAFMBERREANSER - Fln A% "HELSE « “BEEE §; ARAYEL “K
B~ HIER F o MiARENA W - WEEE % ERRE TR - ER %
ABEENBES HERHRGHE - 'HRERE %854 “(am=E)” » “(pE
HE) " % BHL EHRBENRE  ALES ¥ ELUHRBREELSEMAHN H
—MER - “EE EREERE BREE EREANEELS EEFARH—EZHE EFEFEE
R—EEEZE - " OHREH  EETKEREMEESNEAMBEILEE - I EH RS
REEEARSEGY "HRER CUERF BT ETFRNHMELRNT - BEHREARTAE
ANWRE FTE A (] DU —— A ARSI ZE (M i R -

“IRITPEE R ( parasitic objects) - HIBEERSUKERYEEENSEEEY - LEHE
B EEBEsE—EMMEE  HEEMEEZEE—ENRRF - TEE B S B R ER
HAEE (88 % )ueyE \E {5 2t Ea- BB -#-M &

MoEASL - BREERD W - “FR - HY RESESENE - AEITREERL
WA—EEEY  ERERERZ LN—EREmS  EEREYE  MLRAR—EEENEE -
FEEAE—EMNEE  THEGEEZEE - CWRFR  SEREYAEN S8 8 5y 0 F
EtHEEEHNE - FEHEARTE  EREHMENER  EmrfEfl  ErEREREREE
MEE - WELHAD € ~ K~ 9K v KT R BRTNEEY T REEEL - E
EMEEFES - ERAREEN —ENRE2d  FREFEHN  BEEVHEEFRNEESR
R 22 th 2 F 8N - RmkR - ZRNABHLERE - 1 EREYERATFERINERE
WER » MEREE L EFRES  EMNEB(CEEHEN  REREOEEEN - HIEk5HT
—RIKIEEE 8 BF B EE BT HE S5 - BRAEEEETREER "N

( substance ) f77E @ BT REHEREMERABN KNIV MERE : EREEEKNYNAEEEEIE
R E RN » & RIS E 22 A R A A - A BE - REKIEE S EESEN
B MBEAY  EE HES - EZE5WT  BRBEEMEEBHANESNSEE -

—— “HEHEH %" (fictional objects)  BINTEREEREFFE » MEH ANEERAENEE
SR - Fl0 - HAEBEEPSEAY - M (Gaea) + KHH HT(Zeus) » i1 ZE L (Poseidon)
K B85 6 o] 357 ZE ( Apollo) » 85 %% 7 ik #1 F (Athene) » 8 (55 E 28 #7 (Hermes) - % # Ik ( JE = 7
(Dionysus)% : FEFHERNEEAY « BHREHAE Y  HROLZH  UEREF BEH - =
RS SEBZIAY - BA - WK IRIBEMKRE  FEXEBAY : BWER - BB
BE FQ% - iEEEAE ARNTHEBHEFENHS  HALEEBR "4 - BEYTEE
HERBERAERFNIIE “BENEER @ "“BABVETEXTEAR BES24ORAETR

@ ®hH EHR: «HELSEef (bR PEARKEHIMG. 1990) , H1%, H6H.
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‘"'bﬂuﬁ*%’ HAEEEESHALEEEMRAM—ENEDL  CECHEBYERFREH MR LEEH
-7 OEHFEHR EL MHEEERY AREABSTEAENEBEREBNAE A
ﬁﬁﬁi??ﬂi&%%%%?ﬁ%% MmeEFEMEN - AMR A& FEEN T AERmEEE
BAY ZHMEEHNLBNEDE BEELFHEBNHEROMIEMRAZTE  FEMFEAV R
ANYEEERERZRMSUEERASEE THEFEENER - BEERABEEREENABIERE
S EEH T MR BEIEEENE ? BEREEE -
‘WA %" (intensional objects)  FHKMRYWEMENES (EFEESTHXTE)  ®
HENES ZEAFEE  WABEEEMAENER  TUBTARMNALRERE  BF =8
MIt£" (intersubjectivity) » EfFEHS & F& - BE - X8 85% - fln . "F¥ #&
& "HRERREBRT o FMEXERERE BE5INERE . LWAES  HEeRom g
AERE - 78 BEREEHZNEEEEBARFE  HE® (G. Frege, 1848—1925) -~ K&l
(K. R. Popper, 1902—1994 ) Hal (& 53 I Z W H G - HERR T REBESZFLEER
FEAMEH RRALDIER (FHBSNER) 2HFE—@ “F=1" - IaFHENEEFERD
5 - FEfER  BESEEENELERENEA ; REAERES B o EMEEBEN -
A HERF 2 AR EEE - BEAKERLE - TR EEREN - W w BAERER - BRNEEIME
WEYARE - BRI ; BERIEHEN - MEHENHEE ; BRZ2EEHERENRER
T % - 0% K HEFARE TEEEUN=ZFAERZ S  WEER (HFR1) - BaiR (i
52) MEBAFAHR (HR3) - OFERERMAIINE RIS  EFLRT AR EER—
NS B aESE——WNEE EREMER  AMEEREEHEREE —EFEE - ME—
MR RS AR SR EE . WRHE— A SETHEHRNEE - hFERORE: WER—
MR EEE -7 OR - AREE (ERAMER) (1960) HAEHMMM “GRBEANE

wi B 7S ¢ A R B AR A W) R SR R AN B AR A A SRR 0 AR
7L B 40 B Rt T LU i 44 B A T 4R

WHE WM RN T EERDT B : WRFERR2ERN - () ERARBRTA
BN WERIESESR BB BEERERLERERE N NES (NHRx) MRS
DLEGG - BRES - AR X MHTEERFATEEEENER R —EHRNETHE
HfER—EERRA B2 N MAE; — @8R Y AFEREETRESEZERMEER
# o AR N MATHE - R B RS R

R EELEWN LR EER LN AENEENER - EEERAEREENMEERE :
MALBEERERNEEERMAEENERFARENS  ELEERARZSHE ABHRENTS
DERE s AMERKIEERNR S LERGE - SH BEFRLHE G 8 — 41T HE
HEETEER? HEEEREERN  BhE=:

B— WMEMRMS S EEXEHHENHYRENHE  UFEERESERELATLIE
HENZERFASSEMS - "BIAERIREETEHYLRFRAEEES:  BEHNSERER
A FHRMTTEEHERTERE - EEROA  ERRRAZBRVED  RiEE > SHERS
BHTBSHNERNEL - OEEWELR  HRERFELESNE  BRTHPHEANAEE—
EER AMBERY > ZHRUNMAHENESENSEEKTEZABERN HiE MR

O PR «SoREsEmmy (s WHEHSEME, 1982) , E8EE, $159—160H.

@) G. Frege, “Thought” (1918), The Frege Reader (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1997), 325-345; [dijf: “#BE g Bass",
GBSy 5 (2012) @ 61—72,

@ FEIF® - BE#E: «ERENREF—BEA® GEM: BEARMME1983) , B{E. BiEE. $191H.

@) W. V. Quine, Theories and Things (Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 1981), 102.

® [EER: «FEEmROmEEy |, $239—240H.
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—O—HE B=W

MAZE  REEEAGEAEAABEBEEYRNER S B RN FE L - RN
WA DURHENERGHS - TieptiEd 0 "ARERER  SABFNEEAESERER
FaRdnEERNtZE  MEEER#EZMLZEE - —EX—AE2REEESZRAR—
ERSLEGE - EEBEREAT  XE2—EX—EHEREERSANEEN & - MEE
HRERTEEHRENEY PN EERRE TR ER-BENWHE-RALERHEF-" @

B  SRMEELAE N WAENESLEEREF  RERSRY N FEAHESR X
MERFT S RER - TEEEER  EEERLOEBE RN REH R RS o A
e NT EBPE AR AT - B2 BMERE LA TREBUE BN EE BT RS EE
B - REE R HORE > MREABUMERESR  MMERE T —Ehfils "HiF
i > LR EERARE—EER  TEAH—HEARGEBEEANT I LERE  H
B AMARERETERE AL LEREF (NN p.94) - BB RELHE LM EE R
RAMAATREMEBISE ? BUEABNER L AR EABIIEN TS5 LEEMF - 1 XA fEHk
FEENTALERG  ERENHELRETABRERSR -

B mBEERNRSLEREEZDET TAMNESERNER - ARABREERY
EHENEN A—EESEERNKBNEGE  REILS I L E BRI R RFELe
EAHEABNESRTY  EREEENBNERNAR  ERAHLABREUNRAREMERR
MR S A B — E RN E S BENRNBRAFZBENHE  XAETETEE
FRRRT » —HENSFNERAREEEEBARESTTEM EERE - EE8EERS
ABNEERZRHENGEEEENEE - N2 EEHEL  EERENELR  THREHELEBE
BNAZE2ZE BREREEEABNAENT S LERAE - ¥HHEMRLE S "BU3E
M2 » RHEBRMEE AN EHAENER ARG EANEEREEEAEN TS L ERE M
BEREEEERY — R N ER A BRI S RN T CUERER ok s mEMMER  — &
e AR — TR AR - SR ER AN RSN SR A T E s - @

B SR8TEH ABNERRTHERERNERENEE KB - BEIER - NE
HATS BEEAE N MHEANESRES  mE N FRENER NERER N SR
RHRALE N EFEEERNERES  AFIREAEEHBINNEE "N ATHE - 2K
BN HREAEREFSHMRER—8XRARET N WHEES -

ERENHAREEENRESEEPREEL "SEaEmE (domain of discourse)iE S - B HER
GHEATY RATEA S AR AR EHRTOEBAAKYN "2 (Universe)/N3% » &
HorR BB AT RE TSR o A HD L mT AEME R T AR AR "3 (super-domain)/NMG % - EAMHABNE
RRLTHAENER  EEAER2E  FEARREBETERE - hBZABNFE  MERE
THEEREPEEA > PEEAE - HREEREmE N EEEEER EERIEERE
WE B sEE B BB R E N -

Flan . “WEFLETHYZE ERTEU—EEREEMABNATE  HEEMEHTR
FERENFAOTMNZE s EFREMERIERT EFBIH—2BHAE  RREALO
Tl I Z Z A e At B - BEE—EEBNEREY S EREREERNWAENE - £—
EAM “#HREEEX B> BAEEH ZEREIEFAECTHMENLZE - MERBFRE—
LFALETME N ZEZ » B2 EREEELIRS-NERF - AMRERERNZIN LY "=
£ WA - WRENERMTSESEFFAATHNENZE  AMReBELEAREEFTS WHE
MG R - HLAREREE =X WS -

D@ [FEEFm: “ERMER". CGRBEEF
90
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THEHAMAEGH —ERENHRRRAMNEE  HREHFEN “BEf°  (intention) - Al
#OMART  (network) » FEEE IR (background ) 7EREE A BRI RERIER -

HE R (David Kaplan) f—{EF T - 76 (A ERE) 7 F “HEFEHAH &
EEE  HENHHEE : "“HE—EFANRSBREEERN—6 -7 FEME3  BEAMYE
frd#— AT RSN E R ERARERARBNER  BEAMIEREREM - 0%
B ESE L EMEEEEEMIE  EREAMBARSRRBEAME  UEEE LH
AL ETE BT LM EET AR AMERTLUESRNE R EN AR fik
EERANMARFNENERL  flo “BRElERTEEcE  EREFETAEZEHEER RN
AAAN REEN MEE - ERERBANBAKTRANBENMEREEE—EABNAE -
R “HSEdHn /A FERERERORE  HRAZERERORA - AR BEEEEGS
B MR ETLUEH BB EMRERINER - ZEHEBTEN 0 - BERYES
EHME—HEFH > BETAEGEER AR EEEE  ERBCENARARS - flRE
WHEEREBTNHESREZHEFG AN > BAHA B C.....L N » fELIRT LD
EAEME » INRLENNG 2 MWIGEE - EBhEREBEFLAN LEENARAKEEELBN
it - @

BEBERW (Keith Donnellan ) BEERIFEHT / #EHA /B / FEAFFO - BEAMBER
ZHHT (Thales, FI624—Ri1546) ATABEME : IR — (X R "BYHREK MEFBREERE
EEEEENEEE : REAGE U HFREER T REEEY  BELOXRFARINER LR
friZHt A o MEZHEN . "RESZHEVERAK BEERRTLEEZENHT |7 BHEEE
— i ERENEL  hEERR BYERK - RESEEFEEEY X ERREED
—EFENFESHT —H28T  CHEHERGFHEN "BUVHELK - MEEHFEAFREER
M—ELN "R NEY - RE BEERT  EER BT AR AMREEA
CEBIBRHR ? BUEKBENREFE LNFERAEIHEE A BRERAFENGE B2
FEZEHR=M B “RBEET BIMEHA  RBEINCEL  XEFENEEE  HiElHk
EHETEN - EWRFN > DEEAMEESRBEHEHBANERERALE - EAMN “RHHEI
FREVERKNEFBELER B TFREEZREVERZKNEM—MEA » MEKEEE—HE
A Bt ARERFRPAEMRLS "EWEEK  EEFBACEERSERA “BHi
RABOEA o LA EER B REMEEERAEMEERNEREZAAM  HAMFRANE 5% -
EHE S "EFREBEEBREY  BEEE—ERNRA MG ESEENINE R RS
HESHEBNERZABHRRHEE  MEEARENERFET] - AMZFA ERR ARG
BEEERERESLY  EERMREARTESRAENER:-" ©

AR E—EEBNGEEEET AREAMAEAERAREREABNAE &
REEAIE E—RERA B SE M - AMAES— B iy EEE—EABNAFER &
BEAHBVERAB? T - AR EHECABNER BEEFEZEHSENER - Al
A MBERS - Ak B “ABEBAERYESRT —8 > AMOAEERBHFRE thE
—HEENSEE  FETFSIHLEERZENES -

(s AXAGEABO TEARAALALCELED “PHYLLTFALAERMAEANEK

(12ZD072 ) #» “HlishP A MA X F— o8 » s mEH" ( 12AZX008 ) ey & tt
%

(1) D. Kaplan, “Bob and Carol and Ted and Alice”, Approach to Natural Languge (Dodrecht and Boston: Reidel, 1973). 490-518.
@@ [EVERH: «ERf:moETE> , §244-246 . 260H .
(@ K. Donnellan, “Proper Names and Identifying Descriptions™, Syntheses 21(1970) : 335-358.
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