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How to “Carry Metaphysics Through to the End”? :

A Discussion with Mr. Yu Xuanmeng

Chen Yan
(Center for Literary Theory and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan, China, 250100)

Abstract: Metaphysics, as a philosophical entity, is a spiritual pursuit of transcendent entities
beyond empirical phenomena, which had ever existed in both the ancient Western world and
ancient China. The difference between them is that having experienced the cleaning up of “Critical
Philosophy”, the Western philosophy has shown that human rationality is not able to go beyond
time and space to reach transcendent entities. Thereafter the proposition as such established by
the critical philosophy has been further confirmed and deepened by analytical philosophy, linguistic
philosophy, phenomenology and other schools of thought; accordingly the academic basis for the
old metaphysics has been thoroughly eradicated. On the other hand, Chinese philosophy, lacking
in such a cleaning-up, habitually continues with the approach of the old metaphysics of ancient
philosophy and attempts to set up some metaphysical entities which are beyond falsification and
confirmation, by means of the hazy ideas such as “Li", “Qi", “Xin” and “Xing”, with similar meanings as
“principle”, “vital energy”, “mind” and “human nature” respectively. Therefore, the possibility “to carry
metaphysics through to the end” is not something we like or dislike, but something we can or cannot
do. Any effort in reconstructing metaphysics is in vain unless the cleaning-up of “Critical Philosophy”
is complete, or else it is merely a slogan. The purpose of constructing metaphysics is the intention
of eternalizing and ontologicalizing a certain ideology. For this reason, the Chinese advocates
“Heaven is permanent, so is Tao” while the West advocates “Natural Rights”. However, the fact is
that both Heaven and Tao are changing, and the “Tao of humanity” is not rigid and “Human Rights”
is not innate. Therefore, despite the fact that the construction of metaphysics had brought a positive
effect in history, there is no assurance for its continuous positive significance in today’'s world. On
the contrary, in the historical context of globalization, any attempts to eternalize or ontologicalize
the value system of a culture are harmful and even dangerous. Both Eurocentrism and Confucian-
centrism are not free from this verdict.

Keywords: ontology; dogmatism; metaphysics; critical philosophy

Author: Chen Yan is a PhD in Arts. He was appointed as the “2013 Distinguished Professor
of Changjiang Scholars Program” by the Ministry of Education of China. Currently he is the Vice
Rector and the Dean of the Graduate School of Shandong University, as well as the professor
and doctoral tutor at the Center for Aesthetics and Literary Theories of Shandong University. He
is mainly engaged in the studies of literary theories, aesthetics and Chinese traditional cultures.
His representative publications include Accumulation and Breakthrough, Confucian Culture in
Multidimensional Perspectives, Civilization and Culture, Art and Technology and Ecological Wisdom
and Artistic Demands of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, efc.
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FIRI2014E 552811 <R BIZAHY , —HIBBAOHESEENBRHE — "M@ L2iE
R RZ A EMEE RS, REBLSEEHEERE (1. Kant, 1724—1804)
At R R G BT EE S, BEREEESN T ERH R EEEBRT? R,
HEBSWE, REMHLIBEEELNR. RS NERE, St L R O 581 R EAR
BEBARAEANMR, mELAMAEER:

ML BEREATERERHZE, RPML2EAARARZL2CEREHE 5
EGERE, Lo Eagdl. PHTSHPVT LEERFHEOR ‘&7 , XAEER
REE, FEHRHETTE. BRREER, 2% ‘L & “T" WHFE@. EREW
G ZHE EERAR. RENIEFRAANFTBEA. BRI ZAHWAE,
B ‘BEYATEYE - EFRANERATY, P LENKAEREEA TR
FHBI—ZE2B AP NRARIRLBENAE, A RARBANMART R AN B
e, EREFWBETHEN B, ERA L TTHEAECAFARRNERE, B E
o LEWEe, ©

EEBREOHESEY, REINREFHERTE2HER N LE2NERAEEESESNER
ME, BAZEMEREN FE2NEKBRE. HAH TN EERATE REME HHZ
B RERNE, ERAIEFGEENRM LN MAESEAMKEER? ERAHN
&, MBEFREMEEER M LE2EFRENG, MALHAKERRNBEEULENT
TEEY? MRAEERREERTRANELTN LE2HEEREREN " HAHNETE", BARFE
BRAHNAST? FHit, BEm E2ETEE, RMBEERTE FEERE.

T EERRHRMFAN AR RGN, WRERNHEEENEEHEAR —BAY
M MRE"ME. BT 2AERNMNEERHEELLE (Agwototéng, RI384—F[322)
— N EEN R EE LEZEH (L. Andronicus, Fi284—§j204) ERE ‘B L&~
(ta meta ta physica) , BMERVHEZ K", #HHT L, F2 ‘metaphysica”. ¥HE, &
RPN BERARERETTRENEEGS, EFRFTNAZKTHA ENERSEY,
MEBLFYELN AR . hRZEECHIIRENEELZENIT —BEELRE <Y
B> (physica) , FrUMBEMEREFEMAR CHHEBEZRY (ta meta ta physica) .
EHABER, BBV ELSRZEARE, CEMADEH AR ER " NEN, mE
BN L 2REEE, CRMAATHAEEDEBRAREEZ AR NEMN. ARES
HANABEYRERRE. BEZ. HEEN, MELHAZERN AR HZ2EAR.
AF, BEAER: Fit, EFER G WE2E2 %" (ta meta ta physica) R ICH, #R
0«5 BHL WM EEEZE, BN TEHEZS —0, BEFER M LE".

BEEHANARNE, WM EEE —PhO0EE, HHABMNTERMEET
AEBERE AR . EFH—IRAEEEEHERN G NTF, HEE/FHRNER R
BRI EREE; MA —RAIRFEREBEYN AT, CEEHZIEXFHE
H— AR EBHANAR. fiEmAREEEZREYN (Oakis, #624—F7546)
K" PIARSE P & (AvaEipavdeog, FT610—HIS545) W “EER"2. MARTIEER

O ES: “WEN EEETRE, «CHESEH 2(2014):57,
@ #HFNBE, WIEAESEN ETH AKX 2R GIERRTENE> (bR ARSI, 1983)
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(AvaEwpqvng, BIS70—RI526) MK HMhiwFlE (Hodxherrog, BHj540—HRi480)
KRB, KRR X (AvaEaybeag, HIS00—FT428) W“REF". BEELWH
(Epmedoxhfic, BI495—Fi435) MK, k. +. & @E, AEHEN (Asdrnnog,
HiS00—71440) FIEFTEHI% (Anpoxoitog, HFi460—Hi370) HY“JH+ TR M %
FHMEEAF RO EETRS (NMuoaydeas, FIS80—S00) BB, A F i
R EMEE (Naopevidng, F515—@iStHLHrt) MZ# (Zeno, H490—H]
425) HFFAET B, BB (Zoxebtng, HT469—H1399) MMHIE (MNAdrov, Hi
427—HR1347) M EA T RER KA. EREANRE, T —2RMEEDER" VETL
B, B—2RAZ BOERNEEEE, LB, R RFSR R 7K WA
B EHLL, MERLTBETRABFEHEARN —EZENBEEATE. AR EEER
7T RA G Z B E R A E AR BRG . FETA T e H 2B %0 e E W
JiTH .

LR EEmmER -, TELZEREH TELAN OER (ER. B, B4,
HE) o £ MHEH, Ml EfRER " A B MARZRNHA, RETELFDIR
B, BELFYHNAL, MEMHEMBER T RN MENFHY, RmeMLEBR T HARNA
FHo. L, SELZENEEEE, MEY LAWK ERNNGATE. WRAMH
WERRES FNEERE MY R OO TR NESETE, BERETERELSE
FRAVE“HEMA MEY) F |AME D F R E RK", WA T /E w85k 2 fih Bir 6889 — 9t 1E 2 R
fERRTREMBBN—1. ERHRERELZENEE, FHURPHENKRETERY
A WATREA MBI ER, MRS BB RMEARNERETE: “EEAHREFBRREITEL
THUERHHS, “EERE N RFLEL T HEHHS

FTIER, AERNAREHEREEER, TERXRNMAERE R T R#dw. 8 —H
ERLERNENEAEEEREN. —HH, ¥AERNIERREHE R &R
&, RWlmREERRELE— EENEEEN, FHRHA BT AR 0686 A w
M, BEMBEHANAFRMESRHE-PNEE; F—E, BEEEINER, AN
MEERTBLWEHFREE A, MHERTELEH DM E L, IH 5 AR 2B
N E KB AT B MRS A4S . DU E A Bl ek B AR T X FIRE ST .

e Al mtt A, PR ER SR 7T AR BRI K R IR
WAREE: AT ERRNSENE, FmMEREKE ., Ml R E k&R E
WA A HER, BEAGRMREROEEEL, Fme B4 h3E, MR RRE & EH
R HEEEE. XA LE, EWMRETERKAE DGR " HE B, HRREHE
WETERBMNIIEE. RAMARNS, SHEERERTNEENKERNERE EETH. &
Bem & KT E QAR 2R, EmAEEE AR 2 ENESI @ eEm,
WA RAEARESRHEMNS: HHEREFNARNEHEZTHAERSNER, FNsEEHE
RS NSRRI R, Rk R AR EME WS BW . &
M, BEEKRNEN, MR LU ATEACH I Rak, A DUAR 3 05 1 A0 ok B 3 0k A8 A
BHREBEEWEE, BATVURKRSHERSRNOEETE, BAREEETNAR. £EFHHEE
Wi, HEMAMN@RES, CERTMEERKEED TEINTEMGRE, HMEEES
JBR EWEEERIE T .

VER: “EBUARBRIR ™A KB R I A% B LA, AR 7 — R R B R

102



EEEMHBA, AmEHHED, PRE—TFABENEERE RS LGRS MR AR
BRI RAENEE T . B M AR R, BRI AR T R
B, NEMBHSENMEESNR? BEAALT: BHEAEYEE, REAEREE. wE
CERBA, BB TOEMAE A, KR 0 R TS A A e 23
BT R, SREEEREE () fE S AR RS I LU, T
BYEERNAMN. MEHNAE . BYZ B 2ENHR YA EER BRAZEH
e, EERE AR BTRRA, TR R T RS BR B MR A . RS
P FE B S B B A T — WD BRI LR, 3R R RETE BARAT 2 S BRI 3 4 T AR Bk
T. BEESFIFEMNES, BT LS. oL, AEEEK, HAANABRNER
BEGERN BE R, WARMEN— R EHROARBER K. K7 L7 R HE
F.OCEAT. BT A—"E%, BEBRANEEEAEANEE.

R A S R T o TR P TR B MR SR A ST TR T R, (Bt R R
WETECEBEKN LS, AR, BYREH: ‘BHMLSERNAE. "Bk
MRS, BE-AHRAEREE - FHEENHERRE
B NN R I — 1 0 B P A — R TR i
TR R RE R B E S FS S
EHRCHAERCREY, TREHREKZSBHETEN
RENME, SXAREEME. OLMmBER, HHLE2EA
FEHABREN AR ERTER, EAESBIRMEE
B AR EERE, MR T, MR AR R B WA,
MfRE - HELERTERNEA. i, MB%EED
W SRR MEBART —EITE XY O E
% AR —TERRAERR 2 BB AR 28R .
ROEE, REFBENARBECANERN LS, Wk
H“RARFT L2, BRE AR L2 WAL, HE Shorg Mol e Blarons Wk b
WERGAEBREHBN; BRER, CAESEMENE P
FI, T RESTEM R BB E . T R A “ AR P——
ME”, BRREE KA LB, HREEHER

B CHBEEMEY 2%, REERET GHEWN L2EEY M CERBEEM
H e, KEgEY - E EERN L2 RS R, ERERK, AMREZHN
HERBHAZHZPHSRES, BHERASHZAN D EE 2ESRZNN; H
B, EREEERHRN DA ATURBAMGEERNEERR, D—B 858
71 7 23 B AP R 2 AN TR

—EHERNAE, CHEALRARES, IFAELLREAE, £ESRY

W AERHABLBEER? RRARCELE, EXAFL A NBE—HAN

BETRKG A, B, FRTRANRRATER UYWL REAN, RAEAH

ARARUAEEZHAN. ERE, RERBMEECH RN CBRERAH, RF

AT, @

Immanuel Kant

. U1 Kiritik der
" reinen Vernunft

QOO [fEmEE: «GRIEERAED CLn: R, 1960) , BARE, #71. 1. 1H,
@ [ERE: CEERT LBEE> (L DEARMNGL, 198) |, EHEER, #51E.

103



i

%

(53
f
i

i

5

ZO—TiE Bl

AMIEBREMA (G. W. F. Hegel, 1770—1831) Fratafayabek, "Bt B2 EMEERE
MPAE? ERRMIBIMAESENE. IREEEEER THER %, BR -
P i PEZ S A RAEAT BB SR P T8 3B 3235 5 R 6 1 AL R 5 S REME 1S AT Y
A ERE®. mER—HK, i LR WRE, HARAFEIEERRIR.

Rz %, F—EABEREN 2K, HSBEwW. WHBE, BRENENLE
REKBEVHN. EMHER, SMEMUATUMAERRESE, BAERE R . AR, WREME
MR PSR AN AR AN, EAMARENATET . L., @ RHaHE
MIB“A ERMN 2@ ERE. B, HiEM G MmN, TR E R
%, ERAATAEAE O IE: @ U, “®@ERERE hIREHNE -
Ey2dn. AN A B E WY IA—, BIREHF=-[EEER T, IEAMY
EMEREH B NHR SRR, HEEE R B B EENE. MEME NHE, #
WEABTRREMEEE: BAEENE”, hRAER"NE”. B8 %K, XIRAEH
B EREE-- - EE, E—RHIE. K. ANRESES 2P, ZERER A SEEEE
BEARE — B B S R AR IR E SRR R AR W
g, AREE, {EREBEARKN EBEEM I RERN. BEN. HR, "B A EER
MENEETE, CEEKBASHNEE ML BWEHA . b G S 2 i &
AR, CEREFIERMAEEE: RERYIAEBRDEEI AN B B0 E g it
ARG EEPEBSRED AR, CESBERANEMEE TN ERE 2 REEM", RE
WER. FH TENTAEHRE ESHER

BN, BEWNERRKERAZMFEBME T ER, WS s
fEFER. AR, HALNEFEYHAZIM LN FEHK. FILE, MEHE
W 2Ep. EHKN. SEEEEETURNERE (K. H. Marx, 1818—1883) .
SR S BA A R B2 T W EM (L. A. Feuerbach, 1804—1872) % M &t A #
MALH, AMEEREEHEAEN ESR, CEXFETHANEENMEERBRA
F, ARBNAHTMAZHBRN KEEEFIABERENEREAGE. B, REEAH
i 2.

BEHEEBEMABEREZN, BEMAERE M L2 BANEERRRNE 2
KA A (A. Schopenhauer, 1788—1860) . 7EMAHEF K, FEEFEZERKAAELE
Wi ABUKEMAEEBRE SRR E N LERBEB I E AR, TREEA
—OKE: REFTFEIMYE R R RBERE " IMOTIRE . AR BE, R4S T 2 Q] 52
BB — ARk R ? B B AR

EEAHBRERAR, HEHYHRBELFR, PEAMGEREA RS, E2H

R—BEFWARR, EERGEARESN, EERERAAMHETRE, Mt

HIEFWEHEE. EREEERANEE, BAPT LENER. ©
EEGMEBNREEFMEMERAELT ZEMYE? FHit, b— BB E O B 2140
B, MECNY 2R “ERM, RARBEM (FE—-FCFDE) M

O [hEiEw: «FeELmEy (bw: WHBEHEMN, 1978) , B TAEE 546, B290H.
@ MWLl EHETEELE L PBEmHEM, 2011) |, 55208F.
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KM, TS EERAEBMNEFIN. FUREEE L EEL. 70
BAREESES, TEAER (WREREFENERE) KIRMEE R
AARBIEN, B SRR —MHSNARE, AE%HOHBERERGE — 58
ZEUNMERARAN. BEZWHAEN® “EREL—EAEEHE —BEEE
TBREEEMAL, HEBEERNEHEREN—B. ATERRRUN— DT
FRENEO, BB, BUKZETR TS MR, HNBICEEBI > Mg
BTRECHAMOA, RE—NENFREWRE—T, RRM—F; TENE
WA, HARAREBLFREN—VEE, HARGARFALIATAL, £—F
REWRE. RARB—TEORRDATANSBBY —ERHARARCETRL
WRT, WBE—THERECH, RAERBFAZHBLLNERTHRT, RAE
REABLTHEETRAN Y ABBER, SRRARBOTHNEAK 24K, T8
REARFEAYEE R, IREFANRE SN MU ARTE, RABLA
B, RLFUBETHY LS, BLEBROARIENE— N R, DARER
RE—H, R4H—F, TARARRE-F, IRESHF—FHEM. ©
BARMZ MO E i AR R RIERNER, TEERD & — 8 R0 Mk
SGERTURE, Fik, ERMEERE R AT, R R
EAME R RS, R A S, EBRME SR — RS R B
B, REER, RPESRERSANALNE—8: AEEBRBHASMZE. 2
A TR R A, RPECHERR, REZREBNER: ARRKY
Sh, RMETARRETHERE, ARENSBNE, KEHEY —BLRRMIME
FRENES . SRENAENE A REER, FIHERMZ I %528
RE, TRMERRMEC B, SENENBARLHNN, REEAESE. B
W, HAEES, SERABERNRZEHNAE. FMEWL, fEkEbE—S
WM R A R R 1t 5 A A 1
B, BERE DR . WA, EBERRAL K —
MEEA, HKABRATHAN R, RMAEAELER b EME R IR
T LSO A A R B, MR AN B A R R o pammann
BT, B, GRAEENR, BE2— 0 EBEHa o e
BRI AT, @EEEARERERR. /RN
EY AR AN ERE . EARA LR —.
FAEHLN, BUHEAEY, SETHLE, WS
B T — BB — 7, RBP4 A TR A A DA
F, HERBRIOMEIRER 1, CH—REE. & 4y
Bk, RAZMNTARKRETBEFERENN D ﬁ}#
B BT BHERTR BRI U B, Ml Ed
RN —HE RSB ER R, TS —
REREE . TROME—EE, MR H D s ORI e
ETHBBEBERMLD MEBEERERNOERY .
WEBGWAE LR, BAENREAAEITEE. T A — S S

CCOD [MaA#E: (ERBEEMERMOMFRY Cbn: WHOEME, 1982) , AWEE, F567, 683, 150, 185K,
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R 2RSS BB 2 m A NOHR, mEAATET A — K EEE DK EREE
MEENE DB EREKEFEEOMEER, M8 7T REENT2EW. BE, Bk
MAERmER 2%, XETRF (F. W. Nietzsche, 1844—1900) F“HENEE". Mgt 1E
(S. Freud, 1856—1939) [“SREARE". MikZ% (H. Bergson, 1859—1941) [{“A: @yl
BT8R0, AMRNOHARERR, BERNAEREREEEY ARG REE
HEESENMEREEEHEAN, MEKZ EEFHERA. BA LYK R0 E R
W AE BT R, R E A E Mm@ T EmLEE. e, BT S 2EE".

E“Bl % B At A B 2% (E. E. Husserl , 1859—1938) &2c, BESRILMIA Al pesE
HERMAARBRAEZTHR, RANSNEN— MR LA BR E— W — T g E R
Z2b. MAEHRZI, BEREFHNAEERTENESHNEB RN AR, #LHHE
BAEFMKEMUBRE". s, NMEMN BRI N K —"BZHBERER, RENE
M BRE M B B RE K. RE—ERLWE, AREZ AR ERNEM L
2, MARAEEN. EREN.

ER S ZEM 2L, WEKTE (M. Heidegger, 1889—1976) &5, REHRE ‘B
MEABEKNEE, MARMBN GE. MUENTERAELEH BB 7L R
EEET, RMRH T HFERMTE E—#RNFN L2ME, NEBME T KA
MAFRBER K. BER X BER T ZETHEENRE. BEEWEEAR, 7
EAERAREBNEEY, E2WAR—UGEYNEARE. “MREEEEMS Lk B
MBARESABHRNE, BEFEALAEHFEENRREAENAE: GEIRE. FF
WLt IR m . TR, FFEAEARK AT )T, MERARTH
&7 KT REEN. “EaEE . FEARBERBEERMEFARNBRER,
AREHELHREESNREMGH. ER—K, EBERTEERT EH DBUSEE 7&K
BRMREFFENT 228, UGN EnN 2GR R ERNASER .

R R EETAZEH, WERWRR, DAFHBRE NI, MRRZIINE
MEANRTERR BE EK, B R AGETHr, WERE S mER Y e
MTiE. BRSRR, MEEREE B, AR EF ERNHFAE", MEREE F L
GBI, B, R BEEN L BAERMYEN T HFE" REEREHA
Ha? FERTFHA L, BEE—FENEE KA M, BTREA. — BN EE" LR
BB HE", EMEBRN, ERSHEr THERN; MAASERE, RN, AEE
M EENERE. BEEWEEEFEREHANSMZHh, AEBERKETZN EE B
2R

WER—BAESE, BXFEERERRFAA I —BEAEL. REEH

RELE, ERFEEZWERLTAZRAER: EEFEXBCNGLEASTEE. RE

F, hAEWE —HFERFPROSH: EELEACHNF AT REEFARAFLEN

B MERAXRR: MEEMNFETERUET—ETR, A —EXRHHEH

S, ERFEANFALZ: CNFERMECH FELERENFAEMHEATAER

HRM. BEANFEEAIRRVENFENE. RWEFRFEFNREETR Z RE

R CHRERBFLE. @

O [EEEEE: “ERRER_ SRR, «HRRE 2 (1964) .
@ [ENEmEmE: FEERMY Cha: 43 « BEF - Fn=BEs, 1987) , BE. TEEE, H15—16H.
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EEA, HESERETTEP AEARGEE NERGEBREABK, KT #F
FEARAE". Wl &GS NSRRI EARER AT FAE, #K
FRARMMZMSBO WA AR L EMANRE FE NEENESE. 8%, HREE
R A 25 TR PP S AR AR, AR IR E AR R B BEER . SR, TR
WG EHET FRERMARMEAIEAE RN ERNL, BEEEESEC
MMEFHEENTREEGAR FERRMY o ©7%LH, BEREN EARRER"
HMELERN T SARRE RS, TR NS LE, BEREA 2T UEEET
bR R AIRT SR, A A R R R 2 R R S B A RS R R T

FREER TR A ER B TR LR, MEEREHT A
RRHRIEET, MOANTE R SRR T E RPN ERER. (FR—ELUBES TR EE
HHENERER, "SR E AR RaEETE T BB, U i R
R B B BR AT VY T B b B o R AR T BRI T RTE ARG, AR
RO R AT B AR A B AR, SR — DA S A E AR LA B R Y [T AR
AEFE TEEEFRT "B RER R R R RO T R AR W
A AR R T L2 BEA Rt i, SUR Bfain G arsl OB AR, R BEA BE
HRE, BARKER, AREREEN RaE .

A, ERGEEE N ETREATKMEICRT, TR ERmEE T 5K
BHHL, BEABFTE RN LEEFTRR". BURMEE—DORKN—ERG 6 5L
B REE, BT AR EERIL T, HEEMN LR ERER" O EiE
HRAMBR, BRCARE, ERANMEEME WA F R SR RR?

MAMER ERHTREY L—BEENIER T L2, AR 3R E
.
EREER NTERTES, BEREFNEENEREERNER. BEETFHE &
AR FHEREE, A —BEHMERFHABNER %, OEEETHINLENE
E. OEZFR:

EWRR, ERXHE. RAPES, BIFK, AATAR, TURXTH. EF

w4, wFrzE ‘#” , BBEZ4ABE A7 O
EMEERMMANE", EMNEREFHABN A" REM. EFHR: “EE—, —4&
=, ZAE=, ZAEY. TOEREEARN Y, HERBENEBEEMNT HEEREE. I
BREMOBRBEH AN BREMREL. EETHE, “WHRAFHELEEE, LAFTE
AMREE, BHENTHTATENEN L2BEEAR LZ—8N. AN, ETEFERZ
—EEREELNBERE. ARORARSE B 2M1E, MERERH:

B, FFEH. ©
B A, ERER. Bots, EEALR. hels, HEAH. O
EZRAD, KTER, HZFTR, BxFTH, AZFXTHK. @

@ pge: «REEERMOREY bR BEHFHML, 2012)

@ WESD: e FEEGEE, GEEEMN 2(2014):70,

@ Big: «BHEWEDEMEICLY (T IREE TR, 2007) |, 454,
@EEME «zyEmsmy (Jegi: hEESER, 2008) , #25, 42, 1, 21, 35, 14,
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