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On the Information Civilization
Wang Tiansi

Abstract: Information is neither matter nor energy, though it needs matter for its embodiment and energy
for its communication. The comparable position of information with matter and energy means that human
society will develop into a different kind of civilization in the information age. If we take the civilization before
the information age as the civilization of matter and energy, the civilization after that would be an information
civilization different from that in terms of level. Being a civilization status relative to the civilization of matter
and energy, information civilization is a shared civilization based on the nature of information, which is the
process of public information symmetrization: on the one hand, it intends to eliminate information asymmetry
in the public domain as much as possible; on the other hand, it has to protect innovation patents to the best of

its ability.

As an information layer of human civilization, information civilization is an enslaving material civilization
based on information mechanism. In the era of information civilization, human beings are able to control
matter and energy via information, and turn ordinary things into something more valuable through readjusting
the structure of matter. This makes a transition of a state from failing to satisfy the needs of humankind to the
one that is capable of fulfilling human needs. It also changes the state of energy from the not easily reachable
to the readily achievable, further enabling human beings’ direct interaction with information rather than with

traditional matter and energy.

Being a more advanced stage of human civilization development, information civilization 1s a civilization of
humanity based on the innovative construction of information that conforms to the human nature most. Only
when the era of information arrived did humans literally jump on the track of the civilization of humanity;
in which the control of matter has reached an unprecedented level in society, transforming the cognition of
human activity from the description-oriented to the construction-oriented. Furthermore, the full liberation of

creativity means that the society has evolved to an increasingly high level of civilization in terms of humanity.

The line of demarcation between information civilization and civilization of matter and energy was not drawn
according to the mode of social production but state of existence. For the society, its future utterly rests on the
creativity and performance of all its members. As a result, the liberation of creativity is not only the inevitable
route for future development of information civilization, but also the reasonable choice for contemporary social

development.
Keywords: information; matter and energy; information age; information civilization
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