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From Biography to Classic: The New Interpretation
of “Yi-Diagram” in Qing Dynasty

Chen Juyuan
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, 200433)

Abstract: The “Yi-diagram” in the Qing dynasty was a significant segment in the history of Yi
studies. The inheritance, integration, sublation and development of the “Yi-diagram” of Song dynasty
embodied the ideology and the value of academics in the Qing dynasty, though it was usually
regarded as a form of Yi with the covering of “Yi-diagram” in the Ming and Qing dynasties. The
ideological orientation and values of the “Yi-diagram” are not stereotyped or worthless. Rather
than saying that the “Yi-diagram” in the Qing dynasty was the inheritance, the boom and multi-
dimension of Yi studies of the Song and Ming dynasties, it is better to say that the “Yi-diagram” was
a kind of response to that of Song dynasty in the way of self-representation and self-affirmation.
Based on the new understanding of the scholars in the Qing dynasty towards the ancient Chinese
metaphysical concept of “Tao”, graphics are more emphasized than texts, which manifested the new
understanding of logos and utensils in the way of studying “Yi-diagram”. From Qian-Jia period to the
late Qing dynasty, scholars deconstructed the old annotation of the graphics with various approaches
of both theoretical criticism and graphical creation, which had exceeded the field of Han School and
Song school. The rewriting of the graphics was not an exploration on the initiative graphics, but a
new interpretation on the changes of graphics and deconstructing their relationship with text. The
intention of canonizing the “Yi-diagram” became obvious and gave new idea to the traditional image-
number studies. The Yi-ology scholars had new explorations on “Yi-diagram” in terms of its themes,
creation techniques and contexts, which to some extent, led to the establishment of the new classics
of Yi on a par with the “Yi-diagram” of the Song Dynasty. The construction progress of canonizing the
“Yi-diagram” not only eliminated its negative image, but also revealed the real face of “Yi-diagram” in
the Qing dynasty, which help us rethink and reevaluate the philosophical implication and academic

values of “Yi-diagram”.
Keywords: Qing dynasty; “Yi-diagram”; classics

Author: Chen Juyuan obtained his master degree and doctoral degree from Fudan University
in 1989 and 1992 respectively. Currently he is a professor and doctoral supervisor in the School
of Philosophy of Fudan University. In addition, he holds a position in the Center for Zhouyi Theory
and Ancient Chinese Philosophy of Shandong University as a visiting professor. Chen conducts
research in Chinese intellectual history, history of Chinese classics and history of the Yi-ology. His
representative works include Studies on Confucian Thought and Zhouyi Theory of Jiao Xun, Augury
in Ancient China, Biography of Jiao Xun and Ruan Yaun, Qing Philology and Chinese Literature and

Renewal of Hanxue: New Study of Qing Scholarship, etc.
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