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Title: School of Thought, Academic Personality, Chinese History: a Dialogue on “Monarchism” Issues

Abstract: The realization of academic progress relies on a stable and focused group of academic community. Only a
relatively stable academic community is able to push some kind of theoretical system or academic thoughts forward
to reach a certain theoretical level. They are able to create and implement a theoretical system which is relatively
complete and can withstand the examination. This kind of relatively stable academic community is called “school”.
The setting up of a school depends mainly on four elements. The first one is that its ideology is stuck to the original
value system and methodology but has a slightly difference from others. Secondly, there are similar academic
principles and tenets. Thirdly, there is a broadly consistent conceptual framework or discourse system. Lastly, there
are representative characters and works. The academic development of contemporary China should promote the
formation of different academic factions which enable the opposition and contention of the academics in different
academic factions. The advocate of opposition and contention of different schools is meant to publicize academic
personality and the spirit of academic freedom and independent thinking. The academic personality of “monarchism”
created a new viewpoint of Chinese history. However, as the theory of monarchism is lack of pure rational analysis
and internal logical structure, there are still rooms for improvement in both theoretical aspect and practical aspect of
the academic studies.
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