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Title: The Identification of Space (écart) between Chinese and Western Thoughts: Response to Professor Chung-Ying
Cheng

Abstract: There is some space between Chinese and Western thoughts. Scholars should start from the space and
make it become face-to-face gradually between the two thoughts. This face-tfo-face will make them act on each other
so as to make people understand their mutual experience. Therefore, people should not enclose the space between
the two thoughts in cultural difference and take it as the global view of cultural difference, but rather they should create
mutual understandability. Taking freedom as an example, freedom, in the definition of Greek from the ancient times
to the present, requires one to break constraints and free oneself from the current situation, and promotes the ideal
of freedom through separation with the world order. While the new word of freedom, created by Chinese people in
the middle of the 19" century when they made contact with Western concept of freedom, was translated into starting
from oneself, which dropped the objective extrinsic meaning of breaking the constraints and struggling to free. Citing
another instance of belief, in Chinese it basically represents trust, attachment and support. With the introduction of
Buddhism (from India), especially of Christianity, the word of belief contains some religious meaning - to believe. The
reason why Chinese people stayed aloof from the belief promoted by the missionaries who came to China is that they
wanted the recipe of longevity rather than Christianity which excludes any other recipes. That is why the belief with
religious meaning did not come to blossom in China.

Keywords: China and the West, thought, space, face-to-face, understandability

Author: Francois Jullien received his PhD in 1985. Currently he is the distinguished professor in Paris Diderot
University - Paris 7, and serves as the Director of the Institute of Contemporary Thought and the Marcel Granet
Center. He is mainly engaged in studies of philosophy and Chinese thoughts, comparative approach and cross-
cultural studies.
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