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Title: Dialogue at Zurich

Abstract: Enno Rudolph thinks that in view of the current trend, “globalization” may appear in a peaceful way of
“Global Sinicization”. Therefore, the political culture in China is putting all kinds of feasible ideas forward for the
global governance in the future. A typical example Zhao Tingyang used to express the meaning of “worldness” is
“Tianxia” (all-under-heaven) came from the Zhou Dynasty. Although the integration of primary China model and “World
Citizenship” from Kant of Germany is an innovative idea promoting a kind of ideology discourse, this type of “world
government” would resemble the concept outlined by Plato of a “reign of philosopher kings”, more than that of a
representational democracy at the global level. However, the question is how can China become “worldness” and how
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capable is China to become a member of the world citizens? The answer to this question will determine the probability
and likelihood of the degree of political power that China possesses. Zhao Tingyang thinks that globalization exposes
the world to the problem of global disorder. The Kantian peace which depends on cultural similarity of states is
unable to overcome the clash of civilizations as well as other global conflicts, yet the concept of “Tianxia” created in
the Zhou Dynasty may become an effective idea around the world, which includes three types of political awareness:
(1) successful solutions to the world-size problems should resort to a universally acceptable system rather than by
force; (2) a world system is justified only if its institutional arrangements benefit all peoples of all nations; (3) a world
system works well only if it creates harmony of all nations and all cultures. The concept of “Tianxia” implies that the
best way of doing politics is to establish relations accepted by all. “Worldness”, which is derived from the concept of
“Tianxia", pursues harmony, not implying any unilateral universalism nor it is a Chinese cultures strike of the “peaceful
sinicization” as what Professor Rudolph thinks.

Keywords: China, world, politics and cultures, “Tianxia” (all-under-heaven), worldness
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