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Title: How Does Social Science Explain Social Phenomena Effectively? A Dialogue about *Mechanism” and “Tool Box™

Abstract: Social science often has an excessive ambition to establish a “covering law” that can explain all kinds of social
phenomena. Social science research is different from the one of natural science, for the former is based on self-initiative
and reflectivity, while the latter on natural objects which are lack of human intellectual phenomenon. Owing to this difference,
social science cannot establish a covering law similar to that of natural science. Instead, it must be based on “methodological
individualism” and explained from the perspectives of “mechanism” and “tool box”. *Methodological individualism® focuses on
individual's behavior and comprehends hisfher emotion, interests and needs, etc_; “mechanism” forsakes the determinism and
establishes complicated and muitiple relations between cause and results; “tool box™ means the invention, accumulation and
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improvement of different mechanisms through which social scientists can gradually approach the essence of social world.
Keywords: covering law, methodological individualism, mechanism, tool box
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