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Title: Three Issues on Cultural Studies

Abstract: For promoting the in-depth development of cultural studies, researchers should establish self-reflective
consciousness and to make critical reflections on their use of basic concept implications and research methodologies.
For instance, the term “world culture” which is known by everyone, is actually an abstract conception; it does not exist
in reality. Cultures around the world are diversified and multi-pattern. Although there are some qualities in common
between the different patterns and types of cultures, there is neither a unified or mutual object of study for “world
culture”, nor does a general cultural object beyond any particular types or concrete pattern exists. Another example is
the term “mainstream of culture” which is an imprecise term and should not be in plural form in order to maintain the
“one" and “more” corresponding relationship in “mainstream culture” and “tributary cultures” respectively. Mainstream
culture varies from person to person, from time to time and from region to region. “Mainstream culture” cannot be
discussed discretely and separated from cultural communities and other solid stages of history development since this
kind of mainstream culture does not exist. Meanwhile, the research method for cultural studies should be driven from
“speculative method"” to “analytic approach” with the latter contains comparative method. In contemporary cultural
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studies, comparative method is an unavoidable and substantive research method.

Keywords: world culture, mainstream culture, speculative method, analytic approach, comparative method

Author: Yu Wujin is a PhD in philosophy. He is currently the Director of the Center for Contemporary Marxism in
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mainly engaged in studies of Western philosophy, Marxism in foreign countries and contemporary Chinese culture.
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