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Title: History of the “History of Western Historiography” in China: the Past, Status Quo and Prospects

Abstract: The origin of the history of Western historiography in China can be traced back to the 1920s. The 1920s
to 1950s is the infancy period of the history of Western historiography in China, and it was influenced by two trends
of thoughts at that time: the Western bourgeois historiography around the 1930s and the historiography of Soviet
Marxism during the 1950s. In the early 1960s, the “history of historiography craze” among the Chinese historians
expedited the growth of “history of Western historiography” discipline in China. This period can be regarded as its
“foundation period”. Since the reform and opening-up of China in 1978, the history of historiography in China has
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moved into the fast lane and made remarkable achievements, and ultimately it developed from the “stage for itself”
to the comprehensive “stage in itself’. Looking to the future, there is still a long way for the “history of Western
historiography” in China but that must be a bright future. The most important thing for the moment is how to speed
up the progress of Chinese historiography towards the globe when redrawing the map for the global historiography.
In this regard, researchers of the Western historiography in China should assume more difficult tasks in promoting
the development and renovation of the history of Western historiography research in China. They not only deepen
the connotation of the “history of Western historiography” discipline in China and strengthen the studies of the major
theoretical issues on history of Western historiography, but also look for new breakthrough on the related research
subjects and explore and present the Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: “history of Western historiography” in China, history, status quo, prospects

Author: Zhang Guangzhi is currently the professor in the Department of History at Fudan University. He is mainly
engaged in the studies of theory of historiography, history of Western historiography and the world cultural history.
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