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Title: Region, Local and Locality: The Historical Research under the Spatial Dimension

Abstract: Based on spatial concepts and methods, historical studies take the different spatial scales of geographic
space as the object of the study, and explore its history and characteristics of the process. This can be collectively
referred to as historical research under spatial dimension. Region, local and locality are the three major perspectives
under the spatial dimension of historical research. The convergence of regional historical geography is the land
which starts from a regional spatial characteristics to explore the world. The convergence of local history would be
local themselves. It is about how people living in this place recognize, treat and describe their own history, and to
give the definition of their own history and cultures. The convergence of historical research on the locality may be
the human regionality, which explores the different performance of humanity in different geographical backgrounds
through investigating and analyzing the local history and culture. Space people-centered studies the population
living in region, place and locality who constantly adapt themselves, and to change their environment for developing
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and pursuing a better life. It explores and establishes the social organization and system which fits their living and
development; creates and intermittently improves the cultural history with its own characteristics starting from the
fundamental point in observing and analyzing the historical processes under the spatial dimension.

Keywords: space, history, region, local, locality

Author: Lu Xigi is a PhD in History. Currently he is the professor and doctoral supervisor in the Department of History at
Xiamen University. He is mainly engaged in studies of history of ancient China and historical geography.
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