i
f&
i
@
A,
i

- i

o AR T

AR 2 0 A v i e B LR

B
(BB K2 pEER BN » FiE 200433)

H EBElarRaR#SEaobEEE ARG R T — 3
BATHORRTEABRRB IR ERT  ERH @ LA
Ty RALMBARTORY » RAGETEFH T SR 0GR T
FECRHER - FRETRFEE  SRTHH IR EZXRKE
BRARTORGHS  TERBE ERRIALABYENE
PR AT A T ERERRALSE - T MR ERE
AR ERBULEY » FRETHAF L ST EFRE
TEAAERESNTEMAGRFEAENRY - BFRKEBI LK
BFEBAABOBREF  SHORTAHSCESTRLTREARGE ZRRTES « 2R
TEFOMRTIEAERZENF —RRTEG BATEBRLKEGOLY - AR TEH
MEH T, BERTREAATRPCE L  EF Y FHLHKE  AELEHRB LU T
BREAERTATLIEN % » ARERBRAE X R — BAMEBRTAZEGRE E
BEILERERRERR » REBHFR MABREEM o i R AN E - KR
THHEREER  EERSARTRBARTERIF IR T ER B — KRB -

(B A] 200 FERE RTES

[fEERM 2 (1954— ) » B diic A RIRKA > BBl L o XSy EE &R
PR A ML ARG RERAXENELF LA — LI XRER LM P
B 2 RRETRACE THBRY  PHBLERBIRE  RARSAHA (LFBRMR
BRAAGTEE) (FABRL ) F=Z4£ (HEERNY ) PEwf (RREANY )  (#
RETE)F-

Title: The Chinese Urban Renovation in the Early 20" Century and Its Nature

Abstract: In China, a number of coastal cities located along the coast and the banks of the Yangtze River experienced
a rapid development in industry and business as a result of the opening-up of the national economy and incorporation
of advanced technologies in modern China. This trend also gave rise to the development of towns turning into
transportation hubs or mining centers, leading to transformation of more traditional towns. The contemporary status quo
of the urban governing system, which was meant to govern towns that functioned as local political centers, no longer
suited those newly developed towns. Consequently, local autonomy was promoted in the late Qing Dynasty. Local
industrialists and businessmen gradually achieved administrative power over towns, resulted in the establishment of a
new local territorial and administrative division, namely “Shi” (77), across the country. Whether a “Shi” was established
depends on the town’s population and the revenue of the local government regardless of it was a local political center
or not. The administrative rules of “Shi” also possess the nature of capitalist regime. Over the years during the late
Qing Dynasty and the victory of the Northern Expedition, the autonomy movements in different countries were in fact
the second urban renovation since the Qin and Han Dynasties. However, this urban revolution possessed the nature

60



RS - T A0 2 0 o B i A R S

of Bourgeois revolution, which is different from the first urban revolution during Tang and Song Dynasties. Being
spurred on by urban revolutions, the traditional towns which are led by administrative centers and in a relatively weak
economic status, are now heading to the directions of economy-oriented development. With the continual growth of
population in urban towns, modern transportation is replacing old transportation: most of the walls that once were the
landmarks of the towns were being demolished due to the need for traffic improvement and expansion of the towns.
With the fundamental improvement on the materials and technology for bridge constructions, dual-shore cities or
multi-shore cities become the signature of most of the urban spatial structure of China in recent years.

Keywords: early 20" century, bourgeoisie, urban revolution

Author: Wu Songdi is a PhD in History. Currently he is the professor, doctoral tutor and the Director of the Center
for Historical Geographical Studies at Fudan University. He is mainly engaged in the studies of Chinese population
history, history of the Chinese immigrants and the Chinese history, economy and geography.
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