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Title: Buddhist Writing as Knowledge in Modern History: Take the Buddhist Introductive and Historical Works during
the China’s Republican Period as an Example
Abstract: The second to the fourth decades of the 20" century had witnessed the emergence of Chinese Buddhism in
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the sense of modern knowledge, and investigation of the Buddhist introductive and historical works in this period would
help to shed light on the formation of the Buddhist concept of knowledge during the Republic of China (ROC). This
paper attempts to address the following questions: 1) By discussing the difference between the Chinese Institute of
Inner Learning’s and the Wuchang Buddhist academy’s responses to modern enlightenment, to demonstrate that the
emerging Buddhist intellectual organizations were part of the enlightenment campaign; 2) To lllustrate the changes in
the Buddhist concept in the ROC and its possible reasons by investigating the formation and features of several typical
Buddhist introductive works; 3) To Analyze the notion of general history of Buddhism in the ROC, and the relationship
between the Buddhist historical writings in the ROC and Indian Buddhist history/Indology; 4) To demonstrate the
genealogical concept of sect in the Buddhist introductive and historical works in the ROC, and its misleading effect
on Chinese/East Asian Buddhist historical writings; 5) To explain and analyze the influence of foreign Buddhist study,
Japanese Buddhist study particularly, on the Buddhist introductive and historical writing in the ROC, and point out
its advantage and disadvantage. In conclusion, this paper is going to discuss the achievement and drawback of the
Buddhist introductive and historical writings in the ROC.

Keywords: Buddhist introductive works, Buddhist historical works, enlightenment, intellectual history, the Chinese
Institute of Inner Learning, the Wuchang Buddhist Academy

Author: Gong Jun earned his PhD in Philosophy from the Department of Philosophy, Wuhan University in 1993, and
is currently the Director of the Centre for Buddhist Studies at Sun Yat-sen University. He is mainly engaged in studies
of Chinese Buddhist thoughts history, comparative religion and history of Chinese philosophy.
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