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Title: Private Ownership: Corrections after Tracing the Source of Ideology

Abstract: Quite a number of ideologists think that private property system is the “root of all evil" and is born with sin.
In fact, the emergence of private property system is the result of human needs for life and production, including not
only the tools for productions, but also the private ownership of the entire means of production for the production
target, which is also a major reformation and a great invention of the primitive man. By nature it basically belongs to
the principle of “distribution made according to work”, which helps to promote the development of social production
permanently. In addition, it is the reason motivating people to strike for a better life, and a tremendous engine for the
development of the entire society. Despite the fact that class and class exploitation appeared only after the arising
of private ownership of the means of production, we cannot say that they are the inevitable outcomes of this system.
Therefore class and its exploitation can still be abolished on the premise of maintaining private ownership of the
means of production. The possibility of the “evil” deriving from the private property system can be prevented, and the
“evil” which has already been emerged can be eradicated or substantially eliminated. As long as the social governance
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is fair and equitable, the prevention of “evil” will be effective and a community with good public order and moral as
well as a quality life and working environment for citizens will not be something like a fairy tale. Nevertheless, once
the private ownership is eliminated, people have to face the insurmountable problem of “sluggard” in the planned
economy. The society will be re-exposed to a fatigue social production and low labor efficiency, leading to the problem
of increasing poverty.

Keywords: private ownership, private ownership of the means of livelihood, private ownership of the means of
production, class, exploitation, subject of exploitation

Author: Han Dongping is currently the professor and doctoral supervisor at the Department of Philosophy of
Huazhong University of Science & Technology. His is mainly engaged in the studies of ethics, philosophy of value,
philosophy of culture and institutional philosophy.
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