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Title: An Exploration of the True Meaning of “Republic” : Academic Studies of Its Ten Meanings

Abstract: Monarchy, aristocracy and republic are the common political systems of the West. On the contrary, the
perverted forms of political systems include tyrant system, oligarchy and democracy (civilian). Ancient Greece is the
one that underwent various constitutions and regimes, during which different kinds of political systems and ideologies
emerged; in particular the democracy in Athens, of which Aristotle expounded the spirits of Republic. The Early
Roman adopted Republic. Contemporary democracy and the idea of Republicanism stem from two kinds of liberal
views: one is collectivism, which is represented by Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s French liberalism and is often called as
“Democracy”; the other one is “Decentralism®, which is represented by John Locke’s English liberalism and is often
called as “Republicanism®. From ancient times till now, there are ten basic meanings for the word “Republic”: the
first one refers to the governance by the majority; the second one means civil politics; the third one means governed
by law; the fourth one refers to benevolent rule based on the Golden Mean; the fifth one means ruled by the middle
class; the sixth one refers to mixed constitution; the seventh one means the implementation of checks and balances
of power; the eighth one means the representative system or the representative democracy; the ninth one means
the public political sphere with a plurality of social cultural background; the last one is the establishment of a world
republic, meaning to apply republic into the world system. Among them, the democratic republic is a republic with a
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virtual monarch and corresponds to the aristocratic republic, which is the only appropriate choice of the world's political
system.

Keywords: monarchy, aristocracy, democracy, republic, democratic republicanism

Author: Cheng Guangyun is currently the professor, doctoral supervisor and the Dean of the Department of Philosophy
at the Capital Normal University. His main research interests are cultural philosophy and political philosophy.
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