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Title: Refuting a Historical Myth: A Retrospect and Reconsideration of the Study of Sino-North Korean Relations

Abstract: The myth about the long history of the friendship between China and North Korea and the shroud of secrecy
surrounding North Korea made people difficult to understand the historical truth of the Sino-North Korean Relations.
Since the end of the “cold war”, with the archives being made accessible to the public in Russia as well as China and
countries of Eastern Europe, the historical researchers began the reconstruction of historical narrative of North Korea
and its foreign relationships, and a certain degree of progress was achieved for the research of Sino-North Korean
relations as a result.In view of the strategic interests of Russia in China designed by Stalin after the Second World
War, North Korea is one of the regions where implementation of effective control by Moscow is necessary.Therefore
in order to pull North Korea together, China kept on providing support to North Korea after the end of the Korean War.
One of the results of China’s sending troops to North Korea is that China has obtained the right of discourse and
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initiative on North Korean issues. In Stalin’s death and after the Korean War, North Korea has made gradual alteration
on both the position and image of its being as a Soviet Satellite State, and was able to get benefits from both China
and Russia during the long-term tension and deterioration of the Sino-Soviet relationship, making China always be the
first one to show conciliatory gestures and make concessions whenever disagreement arises. Due to the differences
of the pivot and orientation in regard of the Sino-Korean foreign policy, the relationship of the two countries is the same
as the Sino-Soviet relations in history, and that is not a normal relationship of the modern states.

Keywords: historical archives, Sino-North Korea relations, China’s diplomacy

Author: Shen Zhihua is the tenured professor at the East China Normal University and the Director of the Cold War
International History Research Center. He is mainly engaged in the studies of Cold War history in particular the history
of Sino-Soviet relations and the Sino-North Korean relations.
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