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Title: A Philosophical Reflection of Post-New-Confucianism on Postmodernism: From the Approach of Civil
Confucianism and the Idea of Humanity (Ren) and Putting Oneself in Another’s Place (Shu)
Abstract: According to Shuo-wen+jie-zi, “Ru” means tenderness and flexibility, which could be interpreted as the
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incubation, cultivation, adjustment and growth of Life. The emphasis of “R¢” is placed on the five human relationships:
love between father and son, duty between ruler and subject, distinction between husband and wife, precedence
of the old over young, and faith among friends. Such relationships run through heaven, earth and among human
beings. It is different from “humanism” in the West. The individual person in this kind of relationship is not a person
with individuality but a person familiar with personal interrelationships in a particular context. After the Qin and Han
dynasties, however, the five human relationships are transformed into “ruler guides subject, father guides son and
husband guides wife” and the relationships between brothers and friends are neglected. The whole society is governed
by despotism and the Confucianism is re-modeled as “despotic Confucianism” with the despotic political connection
as its core. Nowadays, the despotic political connection should be deconstructed to establish an entrusted political
connection and, in order to develop the connection formed by social contract connection and to re-build the connection
based on moral personality, the natural kindred connection should be restricted. These ideas could lead Confucianism
into a new era. The “Ren” as humanity is an existential moral feeling and forms one body with all under heaven in
the “I-thou relationship.” The “Shu” is a common feeling of putting oneself in another’s place and a concern of the
benevolent ruler of “not imposing upon others what you yourself do not want.” These ideas may serve as logo-therapy
to aid people in post-modern society to remedy against a sense of alienation and return their lives to a balanced status.
Keywords: I-thou, kingcraft, humanity, treat the others as you would like to be treated, alienation of human beings,
kindred, interpersonality, one body

Author: Lin Anwu received his PhD in Philosophy from Taiwan Normal University. Currently he is the Director of
the Institute of Religion and Humanity of Tzu-Chi University and his major research interests are Chinese philosophy,
comparative philosophy and philosophy of religion.
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