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Title: Reconstruction of Historical Materialism After Decomposition and Integration: Essence of the Debate Between
Western Marxism and “Orthodox” Marxism

Abstract: Western Marxism is based on the social reality of the West. It criticizes the second and the third international
"orthodox” Marxism of which Stalin is the representative. The exploration of historical materialism, which is different
from the “orthodox” Marxism, commenced since the first generation of Western Marxist scholars. Their discussion
covered issues of every aspect related to historical materialism,and their intrinsic goal is focused on the reconstruction
of historical materialism. They have a clear philosophical position, that is, to oppose “natural determinism” and
“economic determinism” of “orthodox” Marxism as well as fo oppose the dialectics of nature, but to advocate the
motility, subjectivity, totality and dialectic of the historical process. This helps to expand the width and the depth of
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the fundamental theory of historical materialism, and to open up a new horizon for people to understand the modern
society. Although the Marxists of the West had some kind of originality, they evaded and neglected the critique of
capital, thus the core issue failed to reach the in-depth of Marxist theory. As they had avoided the criticism of capital,
their criticism can only be regarded as possessing the nature of improvement. Despite the existence of different
problems in their studies which belong to the collegial level of studies as a whole, their tenacious exploration towards
the Western society played an irreplaceable development role in reconstructing the historical materialism on the
foundation of “orthodox” Marxism. Their debate about “Orthodox” Marxism with focuses on the position, viewpoint and
methodology of historical materialism reflects the prosperous development of Marxism in the 20" Century, and at the
same time reflects the limitations of Marxism in a certain spacetime.

Keywords: Western Marxism, “Orthodox” Marxism, historical materialism, debate, essence
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