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issues in accord with the “academic discipline”. The future trend will be the integration of “empathetic historiography”
and “critical historiography”. Chen Hongmin thinks that the interpretation and expression of history is diversified
nowadays. Same as the philosophy and methodology used for history studies, the social functions of historiography
tend to become diversified. Therefore if we are asking “what is the best historiography”, we could only put our focus
on different levels and seek for different standards. Emily M. Hill believes that the best historiography is created
from excellent historians, regardless whether it is a piece of work or a research methodology. In contrast, these
historians share a common feature: they are very careful in writing, reading and teaching. One more key element is
their personal interest; their enthusiasm for working in history as well as the fun and satisfaction brought from various
practical activities motivate them to move forward in their creative works, which are full of pioneering and innovative
spirit, and enable them to keep creating brand new academic areas. Pan Guangzhe thinks that during the period of
Republic of China, Jiang Tingfu hoped that history could bring the “Glow of Knowledge” to the public, which would be
considered as “the best historiography” if it was lighted up. However, in the stage of history, there is no such thing
as a standard pole for measuring which questions worth asking, nor there are standard answers for interpreting their
meanings; all of them are the outcomes chosen by the historians. Since historians are regulated by numerous realistic
spirits/material conditions, the “Glow of Knowledge” is of no doubt a lofty ideality. However, in view of the article by
Jiang Tingfu in 1931 in which he praised Qi Shan while disparaged Lin Zexu with the anti-Britain era, his ideality is
only a “noble dream”.
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