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Title: Between “Harmony - Uniformity” and “Separation - Unity”: The Change of Contemporary Value Thinking and
Beyond
Abstract: The dialectics between harmony and uniformity is an important proposition of ancient Chinese philosophy.
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It stresses harmony without demanding conformity. This implicates a wisdom that is highly tolerant of cultural diversity,
which provides important inspiration for contemporary conditions. The theory of “harmonious but different” was an
historical observation that roots deeply in the social reality. It is a monistic theorization of the immature status of
people’s conception about values. From the perspective of theoretical basis, ancient Chinese philosophers failed to
differentiate between “Unity” and “Harmony”, while from the perspective of practical significance, they seem to believe
that the two has similar effects in fulfilling mankind's pursuit for the meanings of lives. But the ideology of “harmonious
but different” implicates differently: although different subjects have their different rights and needs, in the case of
issues with common values or in the area of universal values, various subjects tend to keep a kind of constructive
cooperative relationship thus to achieve mutual goals, rather than stick to disputes and enlarge conflicts. The concept
of remaining “Different” stresses more on maintaining the relative independence and uniqueness of every individual
subject, and aims at achieving balance, equality and diversity of plural subjects’ individual needs, and thus to avoid
situations such as zero-sum-game or hegemony. The notion of “harmonious but different” implicates some wisdom
that could potentially offer solutions to some disastrous international conflict, and thus provides a precious resource
for the construction of a harmonious society. It is worth to be shared and promoted as a global principle of practices.
But of course, for mankind, being “harmonious but different” is not the ultimate goal. Rather, it is a means for our self-
development. Thus, the promotion of this idea should follow its own logic. But to achieve this, we still need to make
efforts in changing our current ways of thinking and reach beyond.

Keywords: harmony and uniformity, separation and unity, harmonious but different, dialectics

Author: Li Deshun is a PhD in Philosophy. Currently he is the doctoral tutor and tenured professor at the Chinese
University of Political Science and Law and the Honorary Dean of the School of Humanities. His major research areas
include Marxist philosophy, axiology and contemporary cultural studies.
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