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Title: Language, Sentiments, Existence: Some Philosophical Analyses
Abstract: Philosophy of religion is not an academic section of philosophy, rather, it is about philosophical approach
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to religious studies. Different religions apply their own language (in addition to their religious signs and rituals) to
express their religious feelings. While understanding a religion depends on an appreciation of its language, signs and
rituals, it is an essential task for philosophy of religion to have a right way to grasp their meanings. This paper exams
a philosophical approach to religious language, called existential analysis. To define a concept, analytic philosophers
have broadly investigated the fact that people understand a term by referring to their sensible experience, and call
this defining the empirical reference. However, understanding a concept, which is a kind, implies that it contains
all individuals of kind. To those individuals not in experience, such as the objects to be seen in future, we have to
appreciate them in certain feelings. In fact, at least partial meaning of a concept is appreciated by feelings. | would
call this defining the sentimental endowment. An appreciation of a concept requires both empirical reference and
sentimental endowment. Next, the paper will analyze into the structure of sentence, particularly of the modal sentence,
and reveals the sentimental elements when come to the issue of distributing truth to a modal sentence. Last, based
on the above analysis of feelings, this paper attempts to demonstrate the sentimental elements in logical inference.
Religious life has its own logical inferences, which contains a variety of sentiments. Without a sentimental analysis of
religious language, there will be no understanding of a religious life.

Keywords: empirical reference, sentimental endowment, modal verb, distribution of truth, existential analysis
Author: Xie Wenyu obtained his PhD in religion studies from Claremont Graduate University, and is currently the
professor and doctoral tutor in the School of Philosophy and Sociology of Shangdong University. Dr. Xie is mainly
engaged in academic research on philosophy of religion, Western philosophy, Christian thought and comparative
religious studies.
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