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Title: Beyond the Opposition of Materialism and Idealism: an Important yet Neglected Idea of Marx's

Abstract: Materialism and idealism are in sharp contrast, differing in the ways they discover and react to the outside
world; the former being passive and the latter being active. Marx was a materialist but he clearly stated that his
philosophy was neither materialism nor idealism, but a combination of both. His views went beyond the simple disparity
of materialism and idealism but valued the power of both the passivity and activity of human being. He regarded these
two as key elements in human exploration. This view of Marx’s was important yet traditionally neglected. As a result,
Marxism in the past only focused on the theory of reflection but did not comment on how to reflect. As a matter of fact,
creativity and practice are the two most essential elements of knowledge. Without creativity, man cannot solve the
Hume Problem and cannot infer essence from phenomenon, deduce unknown from known, and recognize relationships
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between individual facts; without practice, creativity becomes subjective theory. For example, scientific experiment is
a perfect combination of creativity and practice. This view of Marx’s introduced the important methodology in human
exploration. Recognition and application of this theory will greatly change the outlook of Marxism.

Keywords: combination of human activity and passivity, Hume Problem, creativity and practice

Author: An Qinian received his master degree of philosophy from Renmin University in 1982, and is now the professor
and doctoral tutor at the School of Philosophy in the same University. He is mainly engaged in studies of Marxist
philosophy and Russian philosophy.
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