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Title: “Concept of Centrality of Power” and “Multi-polar Open Network”: New Theory on the Pattern of International
Relations in Ancient Asia

Abstract: Ancient Asia is a multipolar world with many countries or tribes ever existed successively or simultaneously.
Each of them was able to influence other countries in terms of politics, economics, cultures and military power. The
“concept of centrality of power” has been leading the international behavior of these countries after the independence
of many countries in Asia, forming an open, pluralistic and evolving pattern of “international network”. Although
“investiture system” and “tributary system” were the major forms of conducting diplomatic and relations with China, the
substance of diplomatic activities varied in different periods of time. Gradually it evolved from the political framework of
“suzerain - vassal”, which strove for political recognition and military support, in the early period, to the means through
which they are able to maximize the economic and cultural interests by official exchanges with China. As the truth of
the international relationships among the ancient Asian countries was beyond the “investiture” and “tributary” on the
superficial level, researchers should set off from the vision of “multi-node (multi-polar)” and pay adequate attention to
the interaction between small and large countries. In addition, they should make more appropriate explanation on the
relationship development of ancient Asia under the framework of “multi-polar open network”.
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