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Title: Passing on the Torch for Two Hundred Years: a Retrospect of “Sinology Lecture” in L’ Institut de France

Abstract: Two hundred years ago in 1814 (Jiaging year 19 in Qing Dynasty), LInstitut de France was the first to
conduct sinology lecture among universities in the West, which is still being held until now. During 1910-1960, the
lecture on “Western territories history” was held as the supplement of sinology lecture. During the two hundred years,
11 professors in total undertook the two lectures. They were not only at the helm inheriting sinology in France, but
also cultivated many new stars who rose to prominence later in the field of sinology. They wrote and published plenty
of periodicals and writings on sinology which had gained a high reputation in the academia. In addition, they founded
quite a number of sinology research institutes with distinctive characteristics of the times and innovation values which
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amassed plentiful research materials on sinology study for the generations, and made outstanding contribution to both
the development of sinology and Sino-French cultural exchange. In particular, Pelliot’s lectures and studies on history
of the Western territories, languages and disciplines including archaeology interpreted many languages and words
in the Western territories which had vanished, and revived many civilizations which had been buried in oblivion, thus
promoting the international study on the history of the Western territories from a lost body of knowledge to a famous
school of thought. Pelliot vigorously enhanced the development of the study on both the Northern and Western regions
among the Chinese scholars in the late Qing dynasty, as well as the disciplines including the study of Dun Huang,
Western Regions, Mongolia and the Silk Road, which had become the earliest discipline connecting China and the
West in the academic studies.

Keywords: LInstitut de France, sinology lecture, lecture on Western territories history, bicentennial

Author: Geng Sheng graduated from the French Department, Beijing Foreign Studies University. Currently he is the
researcher of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the Honorary President of the Foreign Relations History
Society. He is mainly engaged in research and translation of French sinology.
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