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Title: Looking for the Hidden Meanings: Reasons of Engaging in Rhetorical Criticism of Film Culture for Two Decades
Abstract: Every film text exists as a form of dual text. The first text belongs to a surface layer text or conscious text,
meaning that the audience is able to observe the conspicuous forms and meanings of the films by merely sight;
while the second text belongs to an in-depth text or unconscious text, meaning that the audience is able to observe
the covert forms and meanings of the films through a specific vision. The goal for interpreting the rhetoric of film
cultures is just exactly making use of the superficial level of the conscious text for exploring the unconscious text
hidden in-depth temporarily, and there are four steps to begin with. Firstly, stepping over the general sensibility of
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art appreciation and trying to detect the margin, crevice or blank space in the form of the text. Secondly, tracking
the hidden traces of the second text from the margin, crevice or blank space, and assembling them into a coherent
entirety through compacting, sorting and polishing. Thirdly, bringing the second text into the codependent relationship
between the art text and its sociocultural context and giving it a reasonable interpretation. Fourthly, explaining the
causes of the phenomenon of second text through the interpretation between the art text and its sociocultural context,
and observing a certain art cultural rhetoric phenomenon with new perspective. For analysis of cultural rhetoric, what
is really important is handling the dialectical relation of the first text and the second text properly. The critics, when
attempting to probe the second text based on the first text, must be safely returned to the first text from the platform
of the second text.

Keywords: film culture rhetoric, probe, the second text
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