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Abstract: The three basic value categories namely the true, the good and the beautiful have long been regarded as
common sense, but they cannot cover all of the values of human life. Even if one adds to it the fitness and Holiness
proposed by Bernhard Bavink and the enlargement and new interpretation of the two by Qian Mu, they still cannot
fully cover “the virtues of the whole of the universe,” nor can they make up for the shortcomings of the value system
of'the true-good-beautiful. To solve these problems, it is necessary first to make clear the connotation and essence of
value. Value is the attribute which is most relevant and significant for human life. Since human life can be classified
into four bottom-up levels, from biological life, social life, spiritual life to belief life, correspondingly value includes
four bottom-up types, from material value, social value, spiritual value to belief value, one serving the next as its
means or end. Among these values, the belief value can be expressed by an or peacefulness. Pursuing an 1s the goal
shared by all learnings on life. The spiritual culture includes three components, daoshu or the way to truth, morality
and art. In Western culture, daoshu is mainly expressed as science. Therefore, the system of the true, the good and
the beautiful only represents the spiritual values in Western culture, that is, scientifically true, morally good and
artistically beautiful. The spiritual values in Chinese culture are zhong or moderation, he or harmony, and le or
happiness, that is, moderation as the way to truth, harmony as moral, and happiness in art. Democracy, liberty and
equality, which seem to have been accepted by the world, actually only represent the social values of the Western
society. The Chinese social value 1s embodied in the core values of the three religions of Daoism, Confucianism
and Buddhism, namely, ziran or naturalness, renyi or righteousness, and cibei or benevolence. The material value
can be expressed by yong or use. It is the common pursuit of biological beings. Because all values in this system are
potentially suitable to all of mankind, so are the values developed by different ethnic groups and civilizations. They
are common values of humanity. Among the four value types, the belief value as the highest type and the material
value as the lowest type are “obvious” common values of humanity, while the spiritual and social values, the two
type in the middle, bear clear national characters and are therefore “potential” common values of humanity. The
Chinese value system is characterized by its continuity, subjectivity and inward-lookingness, while the Western
value system is characterized by its interruptivity, objectivity and outward-lookingness. The two systems both have
their own strengths and weaknesses. There 1s no doubt that they should learn from each other and benefit from each
other, and this is the only way to lead firmly and smoothly to the integration of the world.
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