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Controversy over Current Issues

Sentimental Objects as Defined in Sentiments: In
Response to Professor Zhang Jun

Xie Wenyu

Abstract: Professor Zhang Jun shares with me the observation of the differences between “Heavenly Order” and
Deus but disagreed with my method of sentiment analysis. Comparative studies require an effective method of
comparison, and I hold that the method of sentiment analysis can help the comparative studies researchers in
China to engage in substantial study of the history of thought. A sentiment or feeling is a disposition in human
existence and refers to an object. When a sentiment refers to an object, the object simultaneously becomes an object
for knowledge, being given a name and meaning. Once this sentiment is commonly shared, there will develop a
group of peple of the common sentiment, and the group will explore joint knowledge of the sentimental object and
develop shared knowledge and shared beliefs. Historically, all belief systems are formulated this way. Now, when
we are reading about and trying to understand these belief systems, we would not be able to understand them if we
fail to trace them to the sentiments behind them. The “Heaven” in Confucianism and the “Deus” in Catholicism
emerged and were defined in two different sets of sentiments. Matheo Ricci, of the 17th century, tried to show
through argumentation that the Confucian Heaven isthe same as Deus. Meanwhile, for Chinese Confucian scholars,
Heaven is not an object of knowing, but one only to be respected and feared. As they did not share a common
ground of understanding, the exchange between Matheo Ricei and Confucian scholars quickly fell into a difficult
situation. Here, the common ground of understanding could be sensory expenences (obtained through senses),
argumentations based on sensory experiences, and the shared sentiments. Because different sentiments refer to
different objects and because ultimate beings emerge in sentiments, it is natural that different sets of sentiments
cannot reach agreement in the understanding of the ultimate beings. This explains the fact that it is impossible for
Confucianism and Christianity to share the same ultimate being as they each constructed an ultimate being in their
own set of sentiments. Furthermore, even if people do move to a ground of common understanding, it still does
not follow that they will form the same beliefs. However, on the ground of common understanding, different beliefs
enter into a relationship of interaction and begin to form a history of thought. To conclude, the goal of comparative
studies 1s not to establish a group of common beliefs. It is to understand belief systems by employing the method
of sentiment analysis in the study of the two systems. It is through such sentiment analysis that believers of the two

systems can find ways of mutual understanding and engage in dialogue and exchange.
Keywords: sentiment analysis, sentimental object, Heaven, God, comparison of Confucianism and Christianity
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WfTERAF “Deus” [, EREEHHERBAL P —HEFWm AR RFEELETE, A
fiREEEED PRY A TR, TRGIRECHEFRSRE EREY. BERE, EREEHFw
ARAGERRF, BT TN EET B RR RRER. RPN MEEFRER ‘BAW
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YEREITINEAIR N . AT, SR RMEHREGE TN, EREERETOTER, AN
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B, RN RE R B R S AR, MR & LR R L

EREERTEHEN X7 2 EERNESEANRE; BB AE, Brire fBkEFArE
Ho M¥EFEE AN ATERNEENIE, EMIEMR, Bl 806X A EiE sy G
b, RZBlm. SEM, MEMR X7 AEEFEREBAE?, —HR, RE|EDRRE
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et AR, “K7 ESRWEETREFENEEZENE R (FREMES, EL,
fE89; MH, HRERANEFEEMEN, AmEZRE. EF “TE £AMEBHXOE .
HAMZHMES, L EXRHEEHRAORE. AEHRNERZHAKS R ERN. HEM. B
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W —ATEIEL L, SHATHEARMERE TR, EWELT SEARMRER “X7
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M, REMBEIETRUMZL2OBBITE, 5038 NI EE A RS AR,
TR LB A B TR [ SR RO K RO BCR AW R, AR S P9 AN R AR RO AR R — B
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