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All Are of One Family: Household as the Origin of the

Community with Shared Future for Humanity
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Abstract: The thought of the “community with shared future for humanity” transcends many existing theories,
but it does not come from ex nihilo. It is an idea that is not only called for by the current and future needs, but
1s also rooted in the sources of traditional culture. Among these sources, the long continuation of the community
with shared future for households in Chinese history is an important ideological source. In traditional China,
people like to use “all under heaven are of one family” to depict their ideal picture of all people living together in
harmony. This concept stems from the unique development of Chinese civilization. The common starting point
for humans 1s the unit of family with blood ties. Because of market exchange and religious communication, the
Western world was the first to “leave home.” As a result of agricultural settlement and ancestor worship, Chinai’s
development of civilization has long been “at home.” The household is the basic organizational unit of Chinese
society and also the foundation of Chinese civilization. In China, the household is itself a community with shared
future in multiple components such as life, production, interests, emotion and identity. This kind of community
with shared future gives birth to the mechanisms of origin, dependence, reciprocity, equity and sharing, which
support the continuous operation of the community. China's Confucian culture elevates these mechanisms,
which are based on the daily life of the household, into an ideology which defines the “world” in terms of “one
household” and constructs an ideal picture of the community with shared future. The community with shared
future for humanity is a new idea put forth when we enter a new era of increasingly close interaction of people
of different ethnicities. It transcends the household, class, state and other organizational units and emphasizes
the commonality of the shared future of humanity. Compared to family, class and state, “humanity” involves
all people on earth and is a community of all people. It is a community that not only respects the differences
of different groups of people and countries, but also pays attention to the commonality of all people and pays
attention to the fate of each individual as closely related to that of others. Despite the great differences in their
respective interests, people living in the global village are also faced with common problems that require they all
participate and all work together., Without the continuation and development of the human race as a whole, it 1s
difficult for the continuation and development of individuals; only by joining hands together in creating a happy
life that extends to everyone can all the people in the world live in harmony like a family. From the perspective of

the progress of human civilization, the community is related to the units of organization people form.
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