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The Construction of a Community with a Shared
Future When Faced with Choices of World Civilization:
A Prospective of the History of Civilization Critiques

Chen Zhong

Abstract: However, such research is to this day is marked with problems such as west-centered narration.
Civilization is a creation of human practice and always has the attributes that are social, natural, technical,
intentional and behavioral. Civilization and community co-exist with a degree of unity, and it is a historical
choice to advance civilization in community. The general trend of the transitions of both community and world
civilization 1s moving from the local community for survival to the regional or international community for
development and then further to the community with a shared future and with a unity between the regional and
the global. World civilization on the whole is a constant process of moving from barbarism to civilization, while
the intension and extension of barbarism and civilization vary over eras, subjects and communities. The reversion
of barbarism and civilization may happen in history. Also, in the context of civilization and justice having become
a consensus, the two may serve as a “coating” or strategy that some subjects use to conceal their barbarism and

injustice. Such concepts as “world civilization,” “global justice” and “human equality” have become a tool or
coating whereby some powerful communities use to expand their interests, conceal their barbarism and villainy,
commit moral coercion and encroach on others’ interests. The contemporary world is in an era when all kinds of
concepts of civilization and community are mixed and folded and coexist in complex ways. Therefore, it urgently
calls for a concept of civilization that is reasonable, a principle of community that is comprehensive, and an idea
of world civilization and community with a shared civilization that is genuine, practical, and with consistent logic
and correspondence of the external to the internal. The idea of a “community with a shared future for humanity”
18 based on Oriental traditions such as the thought of non-confrontation and harmony, and at the same time, it
absorbs reasonable elements of Western scientific rationalism. It emphasizes multi-symbiosis, varied patterns
of common development and co-prosperity. It also emphasizes taking into account natural, social, cultural,
psychological and other factors in the course of community construction, emphasizes the concurrent promotion
of theory and practice, with respect for the shared development of different civilizations. At the same time, it
gives particular emphasis on understanding the diversity of world civilization as well as the history, impetus,
future of the progress of world civilization from perspectives of various Western and non-Western civilizations.

This idea, therefore, is of constitutive significance for world civilization and its research.
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